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TO THE HONOURABLE, 
 S. WILLIAM COURTENAY 
O F 


Powderbam-Caſtle, Baronet, 


my Noble Patron. 


SIR, 


EF was not from too tender indut- 
gence to mine own Conceptions, 
that I have giventhis enſuing Diſ- 
courſe this publick Birth, and endea- 
voured to immortalize it by dedicating 
tt to your Name : but taking a juſt mea-. 

| ſure of my Obligations by your Fa- 
vours, I eaſuly diſcerned,that my grate- 
ful Acknowledgments ought to be as 0- 
pen and manifeſt, as T hey have been 


 - notoriouſly free and bountiful; and at- 
a PF. though 


l though by this Tam ſo far from requi- 


" ting them, as I was from deſerving or 


-nige and ſet up for them This, as my 
Pillar of remembrance. Sir, I am ſo 
| conſcious, that my weakneſſes are deri- 
wed to all the iſſues of my ſtudies and 
It /abours, that I fear this Addreſs will 
Il rather enhance, than in any degree leſ 
Il ſer: my debts to you, becauſe what I 
here. preſent 4s unworthy of you, and 
might rather affe&t an everlaſting Cou- 
cealment, than. a ſhort Animadverſzon 
| front:you ; and therefore I muſt appeal 


tothe generons tenderneſs of your com- 


rity of your Fudgment; being confident, 
that when you conſider it as the reſult 


of Duty, perform'd with Love and 


| expetfing them, yet I do hereby recog- , 


paſſions. to ſanFuary me from theſeve- | 


_ Thauk ſpulneſs, it will not only obtain 


our Pardon, but your Acceptance too. 
If my Preſent be like Jacob's to Jo- 
leph, in that it 3s little ; 1s alſo ke it 


J* in that tis the belt I bave; andI bear-} 


tily wiſh it were much #n 4 little, the 
goodneſs of the Quality might. compen- 
ſate for the ſcantneſs of the Quantity : 
but if the peruſal of it prove to be lit- 
He pleaſmng and profitable, tis ſome re- 
lief to me to foreſee, that it cannot be 
much diſgnſtful and weariſome. T is 
manifeſt from the purport of this Ser- 
mon.that He in the event will be the 
beſt man, who employeth and impro- 
veth his proper Truſts and T alents to 
the belt purpoſes : and if it contri- 
bute any aſſiſtance towards a faithful 
management of your great an4 excel- 
lent Gifts and Intereſts, and provoke 
you to improve the many fair and in- 


4 


4M 


I-viting advantages you partake of, tobe 
yet more ſerviceable to God and his 
IC burch, to your Prince and Country, I 
IE (bal bave cauſe to bleſs God, that be | 
It Hath put zt into my heart thus willing- 
[2 to offer it to your peruſal and ſer- 


| VIC C* 


t. That your Honour, your Exemplarily Vir- 
| tuous and H nourable Lady, the many gal- 
| lant and flour mu ing Branches derived from 
| you, and all th'ſe other Relations which de- 
| pend upon and ſerve you, may conſtantly firſt 
| ſeekthe Fingdom of God, and his Righteou|- 
| neſs, and be more and more bleſſed, eſpecially 
| with Spiritual and Heavenly bleſſuags, is,and 
| ſpall be the inſtant and inceſant Prayer of - 


him who 7, 


! 


ll 


l Sir, 
| Your moſt obliged and 


i Moreton- Hampſtead humbly devoted Servant 
Nov.20. 1674, 


LEWES SHARPE. 
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For unto every one that hath, ſhall be given, and 
he ſhall have abundance ;, but from hin that hath 
not, ſhall be taken away even that which be hath. 
Matt. 25. 29, 


SECS. I 


HE particle [| For} in the front 

2 Of the Text, ſuggeſts the conne- 

7 ction thereof with the precedent: 
2 Diſcourſe; which is a Parable c 

I aMan travelling into a far Coun- 

try, and delivering ſeveral Ta- 

lents to his Servants to trade withall, with the 

{ſue thereof upon his return. Whether.we are 

to conceive the words of the Text as Chriſts 
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own words, ypon the recitation of the Para- 
$ :, inferring from it, axpeS>mras, a moral for 
# our Inſtruction; or as the words of the Lord 
'of the Servants, mentioned in the Parable, 
upon the Sentence he paſled againſt the ſloth- 
ful, to the advantage of the faithful Servant ; 
Is a matter. of ſome Doubt,, but of no Mo- 
ment; 'TIts certain, our Saviour us'd the ſame 
words upon various occaſions, and that- with 
F ſuch a fignal Emphaſes, that they are recorded 
by three of the Evangeliſts, and more than once 
by two of them, ( Matt. 13, 12. Luk.8, 18. ard 
19, 29. Mark 14, 25.) and 'tis plain, that the 
wr eycym, to-bim that hath 1n the Text, 1s an allu- 
fon to the Participle 7 *yrn, to him that hath 
ten talents, 1n the former Verſe; and the taking 
away from him that hath not, refers to the taking 
array of the Talent from him that bid it ; and con- 
ſequently, that the words are our Saviours Red- 
dition or Application of the Parable to the 
thing fignifed by it. 
.SeF. 2. The words in their general ſenſe are 
proverbial, and are here tranſlated from a civil 
to a myſtical ſenſe. And 'tis uſual with God to 
apply himſelf to us Men in ſuch a way as hath 
agreement with our Natures, as guided and act- 
ed- by innate principles of Reaſon, Judgment, 
and Righteouſneſs, and'to obſerve 1n. his deal- 
ings with us, ſuch Rules and meafures'as we our 
{clves think reaſonable and neceſlary. to obſerve 


and 


m_ 


=. 
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| Tte Reward of Diligence. ; 
and conform. unto, in the tranſaction of cam- 
man affairs amongſt our ſelves. As men which 
are direfted by the preſcripts of common pru- 
dence, do noc commit the highelt Truſts to un- 


- tryed Perſons, but firſt commit a lefler pro- 


portion of their Concerns, and then a greater, 
only 1n caſe of approved faithfulneſs and Dilt- 
gence 3 and on the contrary, in cafe of Negli- 
gence and unfaithfulneſs in Jefſer matters, will - 
not 'intruſt greater, but remand former truſts: 


ſo God walketh by a rule of like ſympathy 


towards us, firſt, he beſtows a meaner meaſure 


of good Gifts upon us, and then a richer pro- 
portion, only in caſe of a regular and faithful 


" management of them ; and on the contrary, 


if the gifts of a lower account be not well 
managed, he denieth ſuch as are of an higher, 
and will not think us worthy of thoſe already 
conferred. p 

Sed. 3. And this is the deſign of my Text, | 
to repreſent from our ordinary pra&ice, ws 6y 
JT, the equity of that decree and method 
which God hath eſtabliſhed, and ordinarily, 
obſerveth in the diſpenſation of his Gifts to us, 
and how unqueſtionably reaſonable the diſtri- 
bution of his Rewards and Puniſhments is. 
My Text being applyed to perfons of contra- 
ry. diſpoſitions and deportments, and of oppo- 


ſite ſtates and conditions before God, contaigs 
a Theſrs and an Amtitheſts 3 the former promiſio- 


TY, 
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ry, ſignifying the good portion of the faithful 
| Gikgene ; heather minatory, declaring 
| the evil portion of the unfaithful and negli- 
ne. 

I - A Theſis, Unto every one that hath ſhall be 
given, and he ſhall have abundance. 

2. An Antitheſis ; But from him that hath not, 
ſhall be taken away, even that which he hath. The 

firſt will be the Subjet of my Diſcourſe. 

1. Here is a Theſis, Onto erery one that hath 
{ ſhall be given, and he ſhall have abundance. That 
my Diſcourſe may be the more diſtinſt and fa- 
{ tisfactory, I will firſt conſider the av quay, 
the natural ſenſe of the words, as they pro- 
| pound a Truth to affc& our: Underſtand- 
| ings 3 and then the m» A2944y, the rational 
{ force of them, as they propound an Argument 
to affect our practical Judgments, and are de- 
ſigned to {way our choices, and excite our en- 
deavours. . 

Sed. 4. Firſt, we will conſider the a> @vanyy, 
the natural ſenſe of the words, as they pro- 
pound a, truth - to affect our Underſtandings. 
And here note ; 

I. A Subjet, Unto every one that bath. In 
' Which let us examine | 
1. The nature of the Subject ſimply conhi- 
dered, ww e9rn, what is meant by [ Having ] 
according to the notion and intent of the Text. 
A man may be faidto haveathing two ways. 
| = ER: 1. Sim- 


/ 
| 
, 
| 
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_ 


| 


. Oeoy tyyerv,to have God in their knowledge, Rom.1. 


- neſs but is diſturbed with unruly. and muti- 


account for : as they do not make light of 


1. Simply, and;abſolutely. In a Grammati- 
cal and Literal ſcnſe, every one which hath an/ 
occupancy or propriety, is ſaid to haze athing, 
This way of | Having ] barely conſidered, 1s 
not here meant. For {o the wicked and floth- 
ful Servant from whom the Talent was taken, - 
was ſaid to have a Talent as well as the good and 
faithful Servant. So the Gencles are ſaid am» + 


28. and the Jewsare ſay'd to have the Law and the 
Propkets, Luk. 16.29. and having eyes ſee not. 
Mar. 8. 18. What Ariſtotle affirmeth of the 
Man which hath the true Notices of righteouf- 


nous paſſions, may be lay'd of him that thus 
Hath only, z EY Ev TWs FT : yY<v, he hath as if be 
had not. We may be Argh to [ Have] a thing 

2. Effectively and relatively. In a Moral 
and Theological ſenſe, They only are ſaid to 
hate a thing, which have it upon worthy and 
comely terms, and carry themſelves ſuitably 
to what they have : which is done, 

1. When they eſteem and valne what they 
have, anſwerably to the worth and excellency 
thereof. 

2. When they are carcful to keep and pre- 
ſerve what they have, as-a Truſt they are to 


what they have, fo ackiber do they prodigally 
walte what they have. 
3. When 
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* 3. When they uſe and employ what they 
{ have to the uſes and. purpoſes for which they 
| have it: when they receive not the grace of God 
| (that is, the gifts of grace) i vain, as the A- 
| p7ſHe exhorts 2. Cor. 6. 1. 

f. 4. When they declare and make it appear 
} by their exemplary practice that they have what 
| they have. Our Saviour much affected to ſpeak 


| them a thing 1s often ſaid to be when it appear- 
| eth to be. That this is the genuine notion and 
| import of the | Having] in the Text, is evident 
F from the tenour of the precedent Parable; for 
| the Servants received not the Talents tobe Pro- 
F prictaries but Stewards of them : they were de- 
F livered to them as Depoſita, ſtocks of Truſt to 
be traded withal, and increaſed by a publick 
commerſe. Let us examine, 

SeF.5. 2. The Exrenſivene(s and univerſali- 
| ty of this Subject, 'tis mm e£9orm,to all, or eve- 
{ry one (at leaſt under the Goſpel) which hath, 
| without exception or limitation. God 7s n0 re- 
| ſheer of perſons, but to ezery perſon in every na- 
$ti0n which ſo hath, it ſhall be gizen, and he ſhall 
have abundance. For God having conſtituted 
and declared this as the Law and way of his pro- 
ceedings towards the. Children of men, he is 
under a bond of engagement to his own Wil- 
dom, Goodneſs, Juſtice, and Faithfulneſs, con- 
Iſtantly to give to cvery one that ſo Hath, _ 

| WI 


| after the manner of the Hebrews, and with | 
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will at no hand depart from the terms'he hath 
impoſed on himſelf reſpectively to our advan- 
tage. Note we, | 
Sed, 6.» 2dly, The Attributes here affirmed 
and aſcribed unto every one that Hath; and 
they are two, firſt, ſhall be given; ſecondly, be 
ſhall have abundance, © 
I. Shall be given. This may be underſtood 
two wayes, either | {rob 
I. In oppoſition to the taking away ſpoken 
of in the Antitheſis, and then the meaning is, 
He that Hath, Hath what he hath to Have and 
to Hold it, as we ſay in our Law, the Gifts he 
hath ſhall be enfured to, him upon texms of. 
continuance and eſtabliſhment. This 1snot the 
whole truth here intended; for a gift properly. 
being ſomething imparted to the advantage of 
the Receiver, and then made the Recetyer's 
when firſt given ( Data eo tempore quo dantyr, 
fant accipientis, (ayth the Law) by giving to 
him that Hath, I conceive is meant ſomething 
Vhich 1s given.. 
42, In contradiſtindtion to what is already 
received, if: not of a different kind, yet at 
leaſt of different degrees. ' | Adimplebit &. cu 
_ #mlabit quod dedit, He will fill up and increaſe to 
higher meaſures that which he hath given, ſaith $:. 
Auftin. All Gifts which are uſed according to 
. the mind and Will of God, become through 
his bleſſing like the Bread with which our Sa- 
wy VIOur 


, 
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viour fed his Diſciples, which multiplyed in 


- the uſing (Mat. 14. 20.) and like the Widowes 


Oy], which increaſed in the ſpending. . | 
Se@. 7. 2dly, Shall have abundance. <105d:- 


| Sforray, Shall be given in all abundance, as the 


moſt learned Annotator renders it. Whether 
thisrefer to a greater proportion of Gifts in the 
ſame kind, or to an addition of Gifts of ano- 
ther kind and of greater worth and excellency 
than the former improved ones, is a matter of 
doubt with ſomeg but it ſeems-plain to me by 


| the purport of the Parable, that a variety of 
| more choice and excellent gifts rather than a 


plenty in the ſame kind is here meant. for the 
expreſſion [ Shall be given in all abundance} re- 
fers to the advantagious ſentence paſſed on the 
behalf of the good and faithful Servant, decla- 
ring how juſt it was upon the improvement of 
his Five Talents, that he ſhould obtain ſuch 
acceptation and fuccels as he did; that is, that 
he ſhould be judged meetly qualifyed to enter 


- into bis Maſters joy, and the wicked and {loh- 


ful Servants loſs ſhould be His gaine. And teat 


F which makes it moſt evident is this, as the caſt- 
| = kar unprofitable Servant into outer dark- 
neſs 


, Where there 1s weeping and gnaſhing of 


-Feeth, is an Emblem and repreſentation of 


helliſh damnation and deſtruction (which is de- 


F ſcribed divers times 1n the' fame words) Mat. 


8. 12. 22. 13. 24. 51. and denotes the great 
| wrath 


ut —_— 


—_— wa Htwo om ak. 4a ar &X* ft . a AS a £4 4 @ ew oa = 


The Reward of Dihgence. bs 


wrath and ſeverity of his Lord towards him,-ſo 
the good and faithful Servants entering into - 
his Maſters joy, is a type and repreſentation of 
an. exaltation to a ſtate of heavenly glory 
- (which is alſo ſometimes deſcribed in wordsof 
Afinity with it (Pſ. 16. 11. Heb. 12. 2.) and 
denotes his Lords ſingular delight in him, and 
the tranſcedent favours and priviledges with 
which he graced and honoured him. So that, 
by giving in all abnndance is meant, a beftowing, 
upon the employment of what he hath, the 
moſt enriching endowments, fuch Gifts and 
-graces which capacitate for the Higheſt attain- 
ments we can deſire. He that ſo Hath ſhall have * 
that Life which Chriſt came that he might have, . 
and that he might have it more abundantly, 
oh. 10. 10. And thus I have finiſhed what I 
ad to fay concerning the m jnyg or literal 
ſenſe of the words. 
. Se@#.8. 2dly, Wewill conſider the az Avyaxgr, 
the rational force of the words as they pro- . 
pound an Argument to affe&t our practical 
Judgments, and are deſigned to fivay our choi- 
ces and to excite our endeavours; and that is { 
- this: That every man which ſincerely beſtirs 
Him, and faithfully to his power a&eth and 
manageth in a regular way thoſe abilities and 
Gifts with which he is inveſted, of what kind 
ſoever they are, natural or ſupernatural, com-- 
mon or ſpecial, acquired or infuſed, weak or 
ſtrong, 


| 
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ſtrong, many or few; he ſhall not only better 
* his ſay'd eſtate of abilities and Gifts, but is alſo 
It In a ready way to receive abilities and Gifts of 
If a. nobler nature and higher concerne. , The 
{ - drift of our Saviour in this and the former Pa- | 


rable, which begins the Chapter, 1s to provoke 
us to Watchfulneſs and Diligence in our duties, 


that we may be prepared for the coming of our 
Lord to judgment. 'And the argument urged 


in the Text. ſhews the neceſlity of this Watch- 


| fulneſs and diligence in order to our ſtanding 
| an. judgment before him, and that we may be 
' accounted worthy to elcape the puniſhment 
Which (ſhall be. inflicted on the careleſs and 
 {lothful, from the rule and order which he ob- - 
 ſerveg in his diſtribution of rewards and 'pu- 


niſhments. It we obtaine acceptation with 
our Lord in the day of Account, and partake 
of the benefit. and comfort of. the approving 
and, juſtifying Award and remunerating grace 
of that day, we muſt unfeignedly and impar- 


F tially, ſtir-up our ſelves to the utmoſt of what 


we-are able, for the Improvement of the abt 
lities and Gifts we have receiv'd, for the honour 
of God and good'of Men. - X 


.SeF. 9..I find upon diligent inquiry and ex- 


It amination, that Commentators do not concur 


in judgment concerning the nature of theſe 


\ Talents to which the Text refers. - Some un- 
derſtand by them the Gifts of Nature others, 


the 
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others,the principles of reaſon ; others,common 


| grace; others, the gifts of the Spirit ; others,ml- 


niſterial abilities; others, the publication of the 
Evangelical Doctrine according to mens vart- 
ous capacities: but they are generally agreed 
ſo far as I have inquired, that the Talents were 
of the ſamenature, and conſequently equally ca- 
pable of improvement, and upon improvement 
equally capable according to their proportion 
of the like acceptation and ſucceſs. 

SeF. To. I think 'tis ealily diſcerned, that 
the Talents were not in their immediate na- 
tures and appropriate qualities, of a regene- 
rating and ſaving import: for the Parable de- 
{cribeth the ſtate of Mankind in general, and 
ſhews how it is eventually both with good and 
bad ; and 'tis exprefsly ſaid of him which had 
the one Talent, that he was ſtatu quo, whilſt 
he had the Talent, a wicked and flothful Ser- - 
vant, and therefore theſe Talents had not a 
necefiary conjunfionh with an heavenly condi- 
tion of a ſaving conſequence. And if it ſhould 
be granted that theſe Talents were in their 
proper and immediate natures regenerating 
and ſanctifying graces, then it will unavoida- 
bly follow, that regenerating and ſanCtifying 
grace may be totally and finally loſt, which 
ſome men will by no means believe to be poflt- 
ble. What is premiſed (cems to me-a ſufficient 
inducement to conclude, that the Falenrs wer: | 
| B To 
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in themſelves of indifferent Nature; not things 
| abſolutely good, but things of good or bad 
abode, as they were uſed by them which had 
them. Yet be pleaſed to obſerve, as the non- 


 zmprovement of the Talent was an equitable ,, 


conſideration on which to exerciſe an a& of 
vindictive Juſtice, ſo the improvement thereof 
would have been an equitable conſideration 
on Which to exerciſe an a of remunerating 
| Grace. I donot mean, that the improvement 
- would deſerve ex condigno, a reward of grace 
as the non-1mprovement did deſerve a reward 
(if I way fo fay) of puniſhment; but that the 
improvement by the juſt ordination of God 
(who will have mercy upon whom and upon 
what texms he pleaſeth) would have had even- 
- tually a gracious accepration and a bountiful 
reward, as the non-improvement heavy diſplea- 
ſure and puniſhment. For as he which hid his 
Talent was ſeverely puniſhed, ſo they which 
- improved their Talents were bountifully: re- 
- compenſed. From whence we may very ratio- 
. nally infer, That Gods propitious toour faith- 
-*full endeavours, and doth ſo bleſs us with the 
| preſence of his grace when we lay out our 
power to our utmolt to ſerve him in our pla- 
\ ces and callings, that he will derive to us the 
moſt inriching Gitts and Graces. 
| . Sed. 11. Donteclok againft Caftellio con- 
. cludes, That all the care, ſtudy aud diligence 
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which men can uſe to promote their ſalvation, is 
rain and to no purpoſe, rather hurtful than profi- 
table, before Faith ( he means jultitying Faith ) 
and the Spirit of renovation. And the Divines 
of Haſſia with others of the Dort contederacy 
ſuffrage to the ſame effect. Which Aflertion 
ſeems to me to have a moſt malignant aſpe&t 
on all the miniſtries of Religion: for it cramps. | 
all rational and manlike endeavours, indeed 
callates the very bonds of Duty ftrom all 1rre- 
generate men, . and fruſtrates the grace of God 
Which hath appeared to the world to the pur- 
poſes of ſalvation. 

-  SeF. 12. I do not affect to make the Pulpit 
look like a Cockpit: but yet ſuch is my zeal 
for every Dotrine which is according to god- 
lineſs, and averfation to all pernitious errours, . 
eſpecially ſuch as have dire&ly an ill influence 
on a good Life, and diſcourage men which are 
bad from endeavouring tobe good,as the afore- 
recited afſertion doth, that I ſhall propugne 
and juſtifie to my power that Dodrine which 
my Text ſuggeſts againſt theſe men of intereſt 
which have oppoſed and condemn'd it; and 


withal endeavour to reſcue thoſe unregenerate 


men which have received the forementioned 
Doctrine from thoſe prejudices they are under - 
againſt working out of their ſalvation. And this 
T ſhall doo practically, that-yau ſhall have no 
Juſt reaſon to blame and cenſure me for preach- 
ils B 2 wg 
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ing of a controverſie upon ſuch an occaſion as 
this is, which is not deſigned to inſtruct us in 
the Science of Controverſies, but to make us 


honeſt Men, good Chriſtians, and moſt exem- 


plary Miniſters. 

SeF. 13. That Poſition which I infer and 
ſhall diſcourſe from my Text in oppoſition to 
that il|-natured Doctrine, taught by the afore- 


named Doftors, and too too many alſo here 


amongſt us in England, is this : That whoſoe- 


| ver under the Goſpel faithfully imploys and 


improves the abilities and. gifts of Nature and 


common Grace, (though his works are not 


pleaſant to God. Yet) he fhall find fuch a de- 


gree of acceptation with him (though compa- | 


ratively low and imperfed&) that he ſhall be in 
a ready way to obtain from him Spiritual,and 
Special abilities and graces. &*c. 

For unto every one that hath ſhall be given,and 
he ſhall-kave abundance. That 1s, He which ex- 
erciſeth himſelf in the employment of the Gifts 


already received, and maketh 1t appear that he 
hath what he hath by uſing it faithfully to the 


ends and purpoſes for which he hath it, he ſhall | 
not only have what he hath continued and 


multiplyed to him, but ſhall alſo have gifts of 
a ſuperiour, and of a more excellent and per- 
te&ive Nature conferred upon him: "This ts 
the genuine ſenſe of the Text, ard my Poſtti- 
on a legitimate deduttion'from 1t, and as natu- 


rally | 
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rally flowes from it as a Stream from a Foun- 
tain. Hierocles tells us, that he which will be 
made a ©cos, a Codlike-perſon, he ought firſt to 
be made an "ArbpwwnO., « Mar, that is, he 


j ought to live #7) Acqpv, as 4 reaſonable Creature. 


And a greater than he, the Apoſile ſpeaking of 
the laſt Reſurrection ſaith, that was not firſtwhich 
is Spiritual, but that which 3s Natural, and then 
that which is Spiritual.x Cor.15.46. So tis in the 
ſpiritual Reſurreion ( for the azar yccie, the 
word uſed by the Pythagoreans- to expreſs the 
Souls return to another Body after its depar- - 
ture from a dead one, the Regeneration, as-we 
Engliſh it, or the tranſlation of a man from un- 


j der the power of Satan into the Kingdom of 


Cbriſt, is called the Firſt ReſurreFion, Rev. 20. 
15.” a making alive to God, Rom. 6. 11. and 
ſuch a making alive as the making alive from the 
dead, Rom. 6. 13. I fay here too) there is firſt 
that which 1s Natural, and then that which 1s 
Spiritual : we muſt firſt be fit to do the works 
of men, before we can be fit to ſerve the ends 
of God. I mean God will not preferr us- to 
his heavenly Kingdom, till we have firſt learn- 


"ed 7 why, to live according to the con- 


du of a reaſonable Soul, as Saint Clement 
ſpeaks. 

Sed. 14. Becauſe the Grecian learning a- 
bounds with ſtri& precepts and dire&ions a- 
gainſt unruly Paſſions, and brutal Appetites, 
| B 3 charg- 
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* chargeth-man to reſtore Reaſon to: her Scepter, 
to conſult her as an Oracle, and to attend her 
motions, as the a» n94ugrnyy, the ſupreme dire- 
Give faculty, and to obey her as a Law, to 
cerning betwixt good and evil, contemning the 
world, and exerciling the mind 1n Ker 
* towards God, expccting a reward in caſe of 
well-doing and fearing a puniſhment 1n caſe of 
evil-doing, and to be mrrexgwT- amp, like a 
* cube or dye, a {quare and upright man under 
the alternative; and. interchangeable courſes of 
fortune, as Reaſon ſuggeſts we ſhould. St. Baſil 
exhorts Scholars to the ſtudy of it, and giveth 


this Reaſon for it,, that they may be prepared * 


«57 4v; to thoſe things which are from above. 
Albajpinns obſerves, Antiquitus fieri non naſct 
+ Chriſtianos, that anciently Chriſtians were made 
ot born. : Made fo by long and laborious 1teps 
and 'degrees. Firſt they were made Catechumesi, 
inſtructed in the fixſt principles of Religion;. wa 
the; reaſonableneſs and goodneſs. gf Chriſts, 1n- 
ſtitutipns 3 andupen.a conyidionoh judgment 
and, reformation of, manners they became com- 


petertes, ' ſuitors and, petitioners for Baptiſm, . | 


the laver of Regeneration, Tit. 3.5, and fo were 
forced by flow paces and approaches (or as 
_ the firſt-general Conſtantinopolnan, Councell 
expreſleth it) oy poricey es 7 XXANIGY, ro CrLEEP 
on with time ard leiſure anto rhe: boſome i 

the 


live temperately., righteouſly, lovingly, diſ- 
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and obedience unto the Reaſon of men, the 


eth) is the candle of the Lord (Prov. 20. 27.) 
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the Church; and ſometimes, many years pre- : 
paration was the Preface to their admifſion in- 
to the ſociety of the Faithful; but the more 
they improved themſelves in their attention 


ſooner and eaſier were they brought to give af- 
ſent and obedience to the faith of Chriſtians: 
for the underſtanding of a man (as Solomon ſpeaks 


that is, a moſt excellent candle ſet up within 
us to ſhew us our way and work. This 1s that 
Aauiugyr, that faperintendent power the Stoicks | 
and Platoniſts {0 often ſpeak of, which God 
hath given to every man to be the Guide and 
overſeer of his Life; and as this Candle 1s light- 
ed and kindled originally from God, ſo it (till 
ſhines in his beam, direCting us to diſtinguiſh 
betwixt good andevil, and finally tendeth and. 
leadeth unto God as the prototype of all truth : 
and goodneſs which can either perfe& onr 
minds or fatisfie our wills. Here the Apoſtle: 
ſpeaking of the Gentiles who had no other 
Candle to guide them but this, faith, that they 
do by Nature the things contained in the Law, and 
Jo ſhew the work of the Law written in their hearts, 
(Rom. 2. 14. 15. That is from the natural no- 
tions of good and evil ſuggeſted to them from 
the exerciſe of Reaſon, they were convinced, 
that 1t was meet and right that they ſhould 
praCtiſe thoſe things which God in his written 

B 4 law 
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| law had commanded : the matter and ſubſtance 
of that which was ctfected by the written Law 
was wrought by the diQtate of natural Reaſon, 
and conſcqueiitly as the one fo the other 1n its 
primary duc{tgnment and proper uſe was an apt 
means to lead unto God, and to captivate all 
the realonings and thoughts of mens hearts un- 
to the obedience of the Faith of Chriſt. 

Sed. 15. St.. Auguſtine (who wasno friend to 
Pelagianiſm) obleives in his Book De Vera Re- 
l3gzone, that he which is furniſhed with the 
knowledg of Philoſophy plurimiun juvari, 1s ve- 
ry much helped for the underſtanding of the 
Chriſtian Faith, And tells us, that many of 
the Platoniſts, who were much addited to 
| the ſtudy of Philofophy, and the praftice of 
+ moral; Virtues, very readily became Chriſtians 
11 his time. *Tis ſaid the Sect of the Epicureans 
' were better fed than taught ; and perhaps ſome 
 amonglt other Sects were better taught then 
| manner'd: but certainly diverſe of them were 
+ ſo well taught and manner'd too, that there 
was a\vecry great alliance betwixt their Do- 
| Etrines and Practices, and thoſe of Chriſtians; 
which made O&azizs think Philoſophers and 
Chriſtians to be terms convertible, and to ſay, 
that the Chriſtians were now Philoſophers, or the 
| Phkiloſopkecrs were then Chriſtians.The humane na- 
ture be1pg ovpnun Noſutwy ronugltuy, aſyitemeof 
rational notions, as Clemens ſpeaketh,and Philo- 

ſophick 
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ſophick ſtudics and endeavours the manurance 
and improvement of them. I think he ſaid not. 
amiſs when he called Philoſophy oexwaidazy 
* mg-ews, the elementary principle or firſt inlet. 
of the Chriſtian Faith. For the Religion © 
Chriſt being the moſt reaſonable Religion 1n 
the world, 1s ſo well ſuited to the conſtitution. 
of our rational Beings, that (adventitious pre- 
poſleilions and prejudices being lain aſide, 
which a Philoſophick ingenuity and deport- 
ment wilt provoke, and in fome meaſure help. 
us to do) when 'tis preſented to our view and 
propounded to our choice, we ſhall be ready 
to ſay of it, as Adam of Eve when God firſt 


;- brought her to him. Tits 3s fleſh of my fleſh and 


bone of my bone, and inſtantly deſire and em- 
brace it. And I am confident in the point of 
morality, there is ſcarce any thing ſo peculiar 
to the Church of Chriſt but it was liked and 
recommended to us by the Schooles of the an- 
cient Philoſophers; which is a plain argument, 
that our Chriſtian preſcripts for morality are 
not'mecrly from external impoſition, or arbi- 
trary obligation, or to be found only in thoſe 
facred volumes we call the Bible, but are na» 
tures own Tables of the Law in another cditi- 
on and promulgation, and in truth a fair Co- 
py of the impreftions of Reaſon upon our own 
Souls, and diſcoverable and legible within our 
ſlves. And becauſe the moral precepts of 

Chriſt 
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Chriſt are thus underprop'd with the ſtedfaſt 
Reaſon and approbation of mankind, and do 
on every fide ſquare with the common princi- 
ples and ſentiinents of every mans Soul, they 
muſt needs gain hugely upon the minds and 
hearts of Philofophick temper'd men, who have 
\ agreat reverence for the dictates of Reaſon,and 
from an honeſt moral integrity hate whatſoe- 
ver they apprehend will debauch their Natures 
as they are reaſonable Creatures. And there- 
fore Origen called Celſws to conſider, if it were 
- Not the agreeableneſs of the principles of the 
_ Chriſtian Faith xowais 5rr0:25, with common no- 
- tions, the correſpondency of them with the u- 


niverſal Reaſon of the. world, which rendred - 


the preaching of the Chriſtian Faith ſo preva- 
lent and ſucceſsful with all candid and ingenu- 
ous. hearers. | 

- Sed. 16. Therefore ({aith the Apoſtle,of the Be- 
reans) many of them believed : wherefore? becauſe 
(as he tells you in the former verſe ) they were 
more noble than thoſe of Theflalonica. A& 17.11. 
12. &yeripezeg, the compariſon refers not ſo 
-. much to their civil pedigree and extrattion as 
to their moral temper and diſpolition. They 
were more generous and ingenuons. The Greek 
Fathers (ſaith Grotizs) 1nterpret the word by 
Emenkotegt, more moderate and equitably minded. 
They were a people of a proper becoming tem- 
per; of a rationa], affable, pliable deportment 

| towards 


towards all; full of candour-and equanimity . 
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towards the Apoſtles; inquiſitive after the truth, 
free and loyal to.it - they were a ſort of people 


' which proportioned their regards ſuitably to 


thenature of Things, Perſons, and Dodrines, - 
and conſequently judged of, and affeQted the 

Apoſtles preachments anſwerably tothe weigh- 

tineſs and concernment of them, and accord- 

ing to the evidences. of Truth they diſcerned in. 
them; all which appears, in that they recezved 
the words with all readineſs of mind, and ſearched 
the Scriptures daily, whether thoſe things were ſo. 
The Bereans were not biafſed with unreaſona-. 
ble paſſions and intereſts, as the Jews of Theſ- 


|» ſalonica were, as you mayſcein the fifth Verſes, 


but acquitted themſelves (if I may fo ſpeak ) 
like noble Gentlemen z hearkened to the promul- 
gation of the Truth attentively and patiently z 
examined matters carefully and diligently, and. 
judged thereof impartially ; all which are a&s 
of Reaſon, Labour and Induſtry, and as the A- 
poltle intimates,. preparatory to the entertains. 
ment of the Chriſtian Faith. | 

SeF. 17. I doubt not but you obſerve, that 
the reaſon generally aſſigned why the Jews re- 
jected the Chriſtian Faith, is, becauſe their Wills 
and Appetites had the predominancy of their 
QUnderſtandings and Judgments, Joh. 5,40. Mat. 
23; 27. Joh. 4, 48. their Reaſons and Conſci- 
ences were oftentimes perſwaded and convin= 


ced, 
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ccd, but becauſe their carnal affetions and ſe- 
cular inclinations were not accommodated and 
gratified, they repented not that they might believe. 

att. 21, 32. Joh. 8, 43, 44, 45+ When the 
PDurks ( as an Honourable Perſon reports) de- 
ſign to drink to drunkenneſs, they firſt make 
a yery great and unuſual noiſe, to drive down 
their rational Souls '( as they pretend ) to the 
remoteſt parts of their Bodies, that being at a 
great diſtance from their intoxicating cups, they 
may not obſerve and be conſcious of their 
brutiſh Intemperance. Thus it 1s in a man- 
ner with all men which addi themſelves to 
habituate wickedneſs, and make proviſion to 
fulfill the luſts of the fleſh; they dethrone 
and affaflinate their Underſtandings, and as it 


out of their coaſts, and give themſelves over 
to the Empire and government of their ſedi- 
tious Appetites and ſawcy Paſſions ; which is 
ſuch an irrational and brutiſh' way of acting, 
that with Triſmegiſtus it is ms p&n, 4 ſort of 
drunkenneſs, yea, wavias as, an appearance or 
ſpecter of Madneſs; and we may truly fay of 
ſuch a-man, as Jacob when he ſaw Toſephs 
Coat ; It is my ſons coat, but evil beaſts have de- 
oured him, Gen. 37.33. Here 1s the outward 


armbent and habit of a Man,” but evil Beaſts 


ſhape, and unweildy body of a Man, _ by 
| | at 


were, drive and force their rational faculties: 


ave devoured the Man :; "he hath the outward 
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hath not the inward form, the proper diffe- 
rencing Eſſence of a Man : thoſe evil Beaſts 
his Paſſions and Luſts, have torn 1n pieces and, 
devoured his reaſonable Soul : he hath the 
name of a Man, and ſtill retains the unproft- 
table and troubleſome Carcaſs of a Man, but | 
the informing and aCtive part of the Man 
is departed :* his Vices have ſo corrupted and 
tainted him, that he is quite unman'd and be- 
come like Babylon, an habitation of Devils,. and 
the Hold of every foul Spirit, and a cage of every 
unclean and hateful bird, Rev. 18, 2. 

Sed. 18. mane you obſerve, That 
before the Prodigal Son 1n the Parable return- 
ed home to his Father, or was reſolved fo to 
do, he is ſaid to come*to Himſelf, Luke 15, 17. 
that is, he returned to a ſober and regular uſe 
of his Underſtanding and Reaſon ; he acquit- 
ted himſelf like a Son of Reaſon, before he ac- 
quitted himſelf like a Son of God. Whilſt a 
man departs from God he is beſide himſelf, 
diſtracted and mad, a fugitive from a Ratio- ? 
nal, as well as a Divine Life, and a meer exile 


_ . from his own original Eflence and Being. So- 


lum hoc animal Nature fines tranſereditur. Man 
#s the onely Creature which tranſgreſſeth the bounds 
of Nature, {41d one, of finning man. Other 
Creatures are conducted by the inſtinct of Na- 
ture, but ſinning Man contradidts it 3 and how 
can ..man return to the God of Nature, who 
return» 
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returneth not to the Order of Nature ? you 
ſhall therefore find, that when God moſt paili- 
* onately deſires and purſtes the Reformation 
f and welfare of a people, he exhorteth and 
f wiſheth them to awaken and ſtir up thoſe 
| noble Principles of Underſtanding and Reaſon 
t which are within them, as a means to it. O 
that they were wiſe, that they underſtood this, that 
| they wonld conſider their later end, Deut. 32, 29. 
| Conſider your wayes, faith God, by the Prophet 
{ Hazgai, once and again, Hay. 1. 5, 7. and the 
Prophet concludes, that the Rebellion of Ju- 
dah and of Jeruſalem, proceeded from their 
defeftiveneſs this way, the Ox knoweth his own- 
er, and the Aſs his maſters crib, but Iſrael doth not 
know, my people doth not conſider (Iſa. 1,3.) Did 
* men ( under the Goſpel eſpecially) exerciſe 
their Underſtandings and reaſoning Faculties, 
as they ſhould. and: might do, and comport 
with their DiQates and Inſtigations as other 
Creatures do with their Inſtin&s and and In- 
| clinations, they would be as ſerviceable to 
God in their relations to him, as other Crea- 
F tures. are to their Owners and Benefactors. 
f For, when God ſpeaketh of his Peoples forſa- 
king him, that is, Obje&s, Ways, and Engage- 
| ments, which are Spiritual and Heavenly, and 
effective to their Perfetion and Happineſs, and 
their turning to Objects, Wayes, and Engage- 


ments which are Temporal, Carnal and Earth- 


ty 
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ly and Ineffective to any good, he 'repreſents - 
it as a thing very monſtrous and quite beſide 
the tendency and courſe of Nature. Be aſto- 
riſhed O ye Heavens, and be ye horribly afiaid; be © 
ye very deſolate, ſaith the Lord ; for my peopee 

have committed two Evils, they have forſaken Me 
the Fountain of living Waters, and kewed them 
out Ciſterns, broken Ciſfterns that will hold no was 
ter. Jer. 2. 12. 13. 4.d. this fat of yours be- 
ſpeaks you (o far Gd from the ſpirit, 
and actions of men, that you are grown quite 
out of kind, . and the whole Fra of Nature 
upbraids this as a moſt ſtupendious exorbitan- 
cy, and a moſt enormous and intolerable pra- 


1” Ctice. 


SeF. 19. 'Tis remarkable that the man to 
whom our Saviour ſaid, thon art not far from the 
Kingdom of God, (Mar. 12. 34.) is faid to an- 
{wer Diſcreetly VSVENGS, from yay EY E1y, ſaith E- 
raſmw on the place. He anſwered like a man 
accuſtomed Secundum intelleFum wivere, as St. 
Auſtin (peaks. Like a Man which had his wits a- 
bout him, as we ſay : he was (to uſe Emin his 
Phraſe) egregie cordatus homo, a man of an en- 
" larged Soul and great freedom cf Mind: he 
was 1n a great meaſure reſcued from a ſenſual 
vaſſalage, and acted by the generous principle 
of Underſtanding and Reaſon. He anſwered 
Skilfully, wiſely, learnedly, for ſothe word of- 
ten ſignificth among(t the Gieeks, From which 

a 


26 The Reward of Diligente. 
we may collect with St. Hierome, that Ignorance 
3 farther from the Kingdome of God than Know- 
ledge; and that they which ſhew themſelves Men, 
as the Prophet exhorts the Jews, in order to 
their reformation and reconciliation with God 
(Iſa. 46. 8.) and faithfully comport with the 
dictates of Reaſon, abſtaining from the things 
which that prohibits, and praCtiſing the things 
. which that requires; they are in the ſuburbs of 
Fnpon,and near borderers on the Kingdom of 
| © God; and may ſeem to ſay to Religion as Ruth 
| to Booxz, ſpread the Skirt of thy Garment over us, 
for thou art our near kinſman, and are not far 


from the Kingdom of God. 


Se@. 20. I confeſsI think the habits and acts 


of moral Vertues and ſome common Graces to 
be materially the ſame with the habits and acts 
of Spiritual and Evangclical Graces,and to dif- 
fer only as the leſs perfc&t from the more per- 
fe: but yet I take them to be ſpecifically di- 
ſtint. For ſuch is the Nature of theſe things, 
that a gradual perfection conttituteth a ſpeci- 
fical difterence: As in Nxmbers, a variation of 
Degrees alters the ſpecies and makes one num- 


ber formally diſtin from another. e. g. the ;* 


number Ten ditters only by the addition of de- 
rees from the number Five; and yet Ten 1s 
not 6nly individually but ſpecifically a diſtinct 
number from Five. And though Nine be ſpe- 
cifically diſtintt from Ten as well as Five, yet 


"Nine | 
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Nine is nearer and may more eaſily be brought 
up to Ten, than Five can. So though moral 
Vertues and common Graces are things of a di- 
int Kind and Nature from Divine and Evan- 
gelical Graces, yet they have more alliance and 
ſympathy with evangelical Graces than habt- 
tual Vices have. 'Tis true, he which-is in the 
Church-yard is formally and indeed out of this 
Congregation as well as he which is-diſtant 
from it a thouſand miles; yet the one1s nearer 
and may more cafily come into this congrega- 
tion than the other can: fo a moral man and 
one endowed with common Graces, I mean, a 
man which doth follow the condu@ of Reaſon 
ſo far and as much as an unregenerate man can. 
do, in ſhunning the Vices his Reaſon condemns, 
and in pradtiſing the Vertues his Reafon com- | 
mends, which hath an honeſt integrity of heart 
as Abimeleck had Ger. 20. 6. and keepeth all 
the known commandements of God," as the 
young man which came to Chriſt had done; 
(Matt. 19, 20.) which feareth God, worketh 
Righteoufneſs, and giveth Alms to the Poor as 
Cornelins did, (AG. 10, 37.) and hath a Zeal 


* for the worſhip of God, as the Jews had, (Rom. 


Io, 2.) and intends well as to lower inferiout 
ends, as Paul before his converſion did, (A@. 
23, I. 26, 5.) I ſay, though ſuch anone be re- 
ally, and in truth out of the Kingdom of God, 


_ as well as the man debauched with Vice, and 


6 diftra- 
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diſtracted with the perturbation of his Paſſions, 
and Luſts, yet he is not fo far from the King- 
dom of God as the other is : (Mark 12, 34.) 
he hath not ſo much to do; fo many hinderan- 
ces to remove, and ſo many inducements to 
ain, ſo much preparation to make, ſo man 

egrees of enmity againſt God and Religion 
to abate, and ſo many ſteps towards a refolu- 
tion of reformation to take, as a lewd Rufhan 
hath. IT know that God is able of Stones to 
raiſe up Children to Abraham: but I know alſo 
that God will not do all that he 1s able to doz 
for God doth not adminiſter and manage the 
| affairs of his heavenly Kingdom as a Phyſical 
Agent in a way of Natural power, but as a So- 
vereign Lord, by a Rectoral Power, determin- 
ing how things ſhall be effected according to 
the Council of his own Will; and 'ris the Will 
of ' God as affected and inclined by potent 
Conſiderations, and congruous motives ſug- 
| geſted to him by his, Wiſdom and Righteoul- 
| neſs, which directs and draws forth his Power | 
into Action, when he regenerates a man. And 
though he may in ſome extraordinary caſes 
now and then occurring, to ſubſerve his own 
Glory and the general good of Mankind, tran- 
late a Man from under the power of Satan 
into the Kingdom of his Son, without reſpect 
had to previqus workings to harbinger and 
make the way ready for it 3 yet ordinarily tis 
not 
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hot ſo, there is a mediation of initial Graces 
and preparatory Diſpoſitions, reg aHyordiater, 
to forward and fit the ſubjett for it. Hence 'tis 
ſaid of thoſe Gentiles which believed upon St. 
Pauls preaching to them, that they were ordains 
ed to eternal life, As 13. 48. myo, mare 
fſhalled or trained up, orderly diſpoſed and in 4 
ready poſture, that is, prepared according to 
Gods order and appointment, to obtain eter= 
nal Life. The progreſſes of Grace imitate the 
methods of Nature, bring the defigned effects 
to paſs by degrees, and do not paſs from one 
extreme to another, without the mediation.ot 
ſome preparatory Diſpoſitions. Not that theſe 
initial preparatory Diſpoſitions do efficiently 
cooperate with Gods Spirit to the production 
of habitual, ſanQifying, and ſaving Grace, as 
temperate Endeavours produce in Morality ar 
habitual Temperance, or Natural Quahitie 
diſpoſe to Natural Forms, by a natural and n 
ceſlſary Connettion, or as if by a ſupervening 
adjutorial power of Gods Spirit, moral Vertuex 
and common Graces did loſe their ſpeciftck 
Forms, and were materially wrought up in 
to an higher Species, and transformed intc 
Spiritual and fpecial Graces : but theſe imper 
fect things through the ordination and affiſt 
arice of God, and by a moral connection, are 
bleſſed and crowned with Perfection, and are 
ordinarily conditions preſuppoſed in us to ren 
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der us'capable Subjects of habitual and ſpecial 
Graces, and concur to the production of them, 
like Sacramental Cauſes to their Effects, only 
from Gods Inſtitution, and the conjunction of 
his Gracious Preſence with them. And 'tis 
manifeſt from the Parable of the indebted ſer- 
vant, who obtained forgiveneſs becauſe he arked, 
that an a& which doth not prateed from an ac- 
cepted juſtifyed perſon, though it be not accept- 
able and plealing, may yet bethe condition or 
-occafion moving God toan at of ſpecial Grace. 
"And I am ſure of this, if a&s of moral Ver- 
tuesand common Graces do not Pleaſe God as 

acts of ſpecial and ſanctifying Graces do, yet 

they do not Provoke him as acts of habituate 

Vices do; and the further we are from Provo- 

'Kking God, the nearer we are to Pleaſe him. 

- Sed, 21. Methinks our Saviours reddition 

zof and inference from the Parable of the Stew- 

-ard which waſted his Lords goods, fully evin- 

'ceth, that the faithful employment of the abi- 

$littes and Gifts of Nature, and common Grace, 

and Providence, will be propitious, and contri- 

-bute influence towards a capacity for ſpiritual 

and fpecial abilities and Graces. Make ( faith 
+he) to your ſelves friends of the unrighteons Mam- 

mn, that when you fail they may receive you into 

everlaſting habitations. He then that 3s faithful 

in that which is leaſt, is faithful alſo in much, If 
therefore ye kave not been faithful in that which is 

aavtker mans, who ſhall give you that which is your 
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own 2 Luk. 16. from 9. to' 13. That is, leſſer 
Gifts well improved are a means to befriend us 
to obtain greater :and if weare faithful in ſmal- 
ler matters,the ſame Principle will inchne ns to 
be ſo in greater: but if we are unfaithful 1n lef- 
ſer, God will not commit to us greater Truſts. 
If we abuſe Gifts of a preſent temporal concern, 
God will not intruſt us with Gifts of a future 
ſpiritual concern: for if men abuſe thoſe Gifts 
which they have as Stewards, only for a time, 
. there can be no engaging motive offered to! 
confer upon them thoſe Gifts which men are 
to have as Proprieties for ever.So that it ſeems 
molt plain and evident to me, that there is a 
certain connexion betwixt the collation of ſu- 
periour Gifts and the good uſe of Gifts of an 
inferiour nature. ' And when Chriſt commands 
us to ſtrive to enter in at the frei gate, (Luk. x3. 
24. to labour for the meat which endureth to eter- 
nal Life,Joh.6,24. and promileth that he which 
cometh to him, he will in no wiſe caſt ont. Joh. 6. 
37. that is, will certainly receive and accept; I 
ſay in theſe Scriptures Chriſt plainly intimateth, 
that God will not ordinarily give ſpiritual and 
heavenly Graces without the mediation of our 
faithful Endeavours ; and if we do engage our 
{cIves1n good earneſt, and Jay out the utmoſt All 
within us to ſeek after Spiritual and Heavenly 
Gifts and Graces, our labour im probability ſhall 
not bein vain. The Reaſons of my Polition are 
theſe ; C Z Se. 
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SeF. 22. Reaſ. 1. - Becauſe the faithful em- 
loyment of the abilities and Gifts aforeſaid is 
yy God decreed and ordained to this end. 
ad God who is infinitely wiſe, great and 


zerfeftion to which he doth deſign and deter- 
nine it. God doth not impoſe Duty upon us 
dnly in Sovereignty, as a meer Task to try 

d exerciſe our Subjection and Obedience, 
put in Goodneſs and Mercy alſo, as a means in 
arder to our Benefit and Comfort, Deut. 8, 16. 
and 6. 24. and 10. 13. Joh. 3. 17. Tit. 2.11. 
ence that Maxim in the Schools, omme officium 
# propter beneficium. And accordingly when 
ye do a thing which God commands, 'tis not 
zccepted and rewarded ſimply and meetly be- 
tauſe commanded, but becauſe in doing 1t we 
it becomingly, acquit our ſelves agreeably to 
ne duCture of that Reaſon and Judgment which 
od hath planted and inlightened within us 
o direct us to the acknowledgment of our de- 
pendance upon him, ſubjecion to him, and 
the purſuit of thoſe things which make for our 
wn perfection and Happineſs. Though we do 
a thing in it (clf very good, and {trictly com- 
manded of God, yet if we do it not from con- 
ſcience of duty to God, and perhaps as com- 
modious and profitable to our {clves, it will not 
de accepted with "God: for every command 
mplyeth a promiſe, and conſequently every 
| "FY} duty 


yood, brings every thing to that period and 
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duty implyeth a reward, and therefore 'tis al- 
moſt if not quite as eflential to a duty to re- 
ſpe& Gods Bounty, as his Soveraignty, Heb. 
11.6. And to look to the End for which, as 
well as to the Warrant from which it is to be 
done. And certainly God which encouras- 
geth our hope in caſe we perform a Duty, 
will accompliſh to us the end we hope for by 
a Duty. 
SeF. 23. Indeed the conneftion (as we for» 
merly intimated) betwixt our faithful employ- 
ment of the abilities and Gifts of Nature and- 
common Grace, and our obtaining an eſtate in 
ſpiritual and ſpecial abilities and Graces, doth 
not ariſe from any Merit or conſiderable worth 
and obligingneſs in our faithful Diligence, nor 
is it {trictly and properly the natural produdtt- 
on or the reſult and force of any ſtrength anc 
virtue 1n the faithful exerciſe of our. natural 
and common abilities and Graces: [but it 1s 
from Gods gracious vouchſafement, and from 
the mighty and irreſfiſtable force and'virtue of 
Gods decree which do here interpoſe thems= 
ſelves for our good, and unto which God will 
ſubject himſelf as to Laws and Rules of his. ow 
making and eſtabliſhment in his diſpenfations 
towards us. Hence that of the Plalmiſt; tho 
haſt magnifyed thy word above all thy name. (P 
138, 2, that is, God hath and will ſubject al 
his glorious Attributes to his gracious Promik 
| C 4 | tC 
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to that word of his which is gone forth out of 
\ his mouth to ſerve and bleſs the children of 


men, which walk zprightly before him. Pſ. 84. 11. 


I do not believe that Gods diſpenſations of 


Grace are allured by mans moral goodneſs, or 
that his gracious purpoſes are ſo bound up to 
-mans-good behaviour that he can do good to 
no man upon other terms: but ordinarily, and 
according to Gods revealed will, his ſtated rule 
and promiſe of communicatings to- us, ſuch a 
Demeanour and qualification as we have been 
ſpeaking: of, 'fits man to receive higher Grace, 


and puts God into ar honourable capacity, if 


T may ſay {o,to beſtow Grace upon man. And 
if God will perte& and crown our faithful mo- 
'Tal Diligence, and -impertetly good Endea- 
-vours, with ſuch a'bletſed ſucceſs, who ſhall 
(ay unto. him why do'ſt thou fo ? God hath 
aid, that the diligent hand maketh rich, Prov. 
+IO. 4. and may not God grant in Spiritual 
;matters:a$:well as. in Temporal, what Privi- 
ledges arid: Prerogatives to Diligence He plea- 
8G; 224-iReaſl; 2. Becauſe God in love to 
Judgment meaſures his ReCtoral Adminiſtrati- 
ons by the rules of Equity, and proportioneth 
his Acceptance and Rewards of Service done 
him anſwerably to:the Abilities of thoſe which 
perform! it. This is the purport of ſeveral texts 


.of Scripture; unto whomſoever much is given, of 
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him ſhall much be required. Luk. 12, 48. God 


giveth toall, but not in the ſame meaſure: ſome 
have hve talents, others two, 'others one. And 
the Accounts of each ſhall be anſwerable to his 
is Receipts, He that hath received but one Ta- 
lent,fhall be accountable but for one; for God 
doth not expect to reap where he ſtrewed not, as 
'tis in this Parable: but he lazeth judgment to the. 
Line, and righteouſneſs to the Plammet, Iſa. 28. 
17. and will ſumma equitate jus reddere, render 
to every one 1n a rational way ; "according to 
an equitable proportion. That is, God ex- 
pects much from him to whom he hath com- 
mitted much, and but little from him to 
|- whom he committed but a: little. And an- 
{werably in this diſtribution of Favours and 
Rewards he proceeds by a Geometrical and 
not by an Arithmetical proportion: he which 
by his diligence improved two Talents to 
four, found as favourable an acceptance as - 
he which improved five to ten: there was 
the ſame Conſideration and as much Reaſon, 
that he which had improved two Talents 
ſhould be commended and rewarded, as there 
17 was that the other ſhould, who had impro- 
ved-five; for, all things conſidered, the one 
had done as much as the other. 

SeF. 25. Our Saviour ſaid of the poor Wi- 
dow which caſt two mites into the Treaſury, 
that ſhe caſt in more than all they which caſt it 
much, Mar. 14. 42, 43, 44. What ſhe caſt in 
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was not fiimply and abſolutely in it ſelf, and as: | 
cording to Arithmetical proportion more than, | 


all that which they caſt in, nor yet ſo much? 
but conſidering her Ability and the readineſs 
of her mind and according to Geometrical pro- 
| portion it was more; for they could have gi- 
ven greater matters out of their greater eſtates 
but ſhe that gave all could give no more; and 
therefore ſhe gave More, reſpettively to Gods 
Acceptance and commendation, than all the reſt, 
The Apoſtle ſpeaks full to our purpoſe, If there 
be firſt ( faith he) a willing mind (that 1s, if a 
man be ſincerely willing either actively or pal- 
ſively to perform a ſignal ſervice to God, and 
be ready to go forward with the work, but 
through a deficiency of ſtrength, means or op- 
portunity cannot actually accompliſh it, he 
ſhall not be rejected for ſuch a deficiency but 
| God will accept the Will for the Deed ; for 
as it followeth, a #24 # accepted according to 
that which he hath, and not according to that 
which he hath not. Cor 8. 12. that is, God mea- 
fureth and regardeth a man proportionably to 
the employment of his particular ability, and 


if he go as far as he can. towards performance 1: 


of ſervice to him, he finds as favourable accep- 
tance with him as he would-have done, if he 
had aQually performed it in circumſtances of 
- more abilities, afſiſtances and opportunities. 
SeF. 26. The frequent appeals which God 
makes to our reaſoning Faculty, to judge and 
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ktermine of the Rational Equity of his way 
f dealing with us, 1s a convitwe evidence, 
That in all his Adminiſtrations towards us, he 
obſerves a rational Equity and Proportion, and 
never doth any thing which bears any way 
hard upon the Principle of Reaſon, and Rule 
of equitable Dealings: ſo that, when men, 
plac'd under the Goſpel, and aiſiſted by God, 
do their utmoſt to pleaſe God in a way of Na- 
ture and common Grace, faithfally comporrt. 
with, and follow the light and duQture of their 
natural Underſtandings and Reaſons, and dili- 
ntly and conſcienciouſly.go along with God 
In the uſe of the Means of Spiritual and ſpecial 
Grace preſcribed and enjoyned by him, they 
do that which is of ſuch conſideration and ac- 
count in the ſight of God, that they are in a 
ready way to obtain from him, anfiverably.to 
their capacities, Spiritual and ſpecial Abilities 
and Graces. | 

Sed. 27. Men that dye in their fins, and are 
damned for their fins, are ſo far from doing 
their beſt, that they ſeem to do the worſt they 
can to hinder their Converſion : they hated 


4 - knowledge, the fear of the Lord they chuſed not, 


they would none of my counſel, they deſpiſed all my 
rebuke, Prov. 1.20, Zo. Though their eſtate be 
never ſo bad, they like and love it as if it were 
beſt of all, Fer. 5. 31. and prefer it before a 
ſtate of Grace, John 3. 19. And accordingly 


you 
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you ſhall find, the Equity of Gods Juſtice in 
rejeting men from Grace, and condemning 
them to Puniſhment, is no where ſaid to be 
founded on any natural or invincible want of 
ower in them to» attain Grace and prevent } 
eſtrution ; but*tis alwayes charged on the 
faultineſs of their Wills, Prov. 1. 24. to 32. 
Luk. 13, 34: Joh. 5. 40. AG. 7. 5. Implying, 
that if men did awaken thoſe Principles of 
Light, Underſtanding and Judgment which 
God-vouchfafeth to them, and ſtir up their ex- 
ecutive powers to joyn iſſue with the gracions 
aſliſtances of Gods Spirit for the purſuance of 
that Grace and mercy which God offereth to 
them, 'they might have avoided the evil porti- / 
on of Sinners, and have partaked of an inheri- 
tance amongſt the Saints in Light. 

SeF. 28. Reaſ. 3. Becauſe God delights to 
diſcover the kindneſs and bountifulneſs of his 
diſpoſition towardsthe children of men. There 
Is in God 5 p12; } 1 QiAarlpunia,e goodneffand 
love towards Men,as the Apoſtle tells you, Tit.3. 
4. The Nature of which affections diſpoſe him 
to'communicate favours and Gifts to us. From 


hence he preventeth us with the bleſſmgs of Good-.\* 


eſs, as the Pſalmilt ſpeaketh, Pf. 21. 3. And ſo 
loved the World that he gave his only begotten Son 
&c. We are all the off-ſpring of God, ſaid the 
Apoſtle, from the Heathen Poet, A@. 17. 28. 


And nothing is more natural. to him than to 
| ſup- 


w 
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ſupport and cheriſh the produCtions and free 
uxes of his own omnipotent Love and good- 
neſs. Hence St. Peter calleth him faithful Crea- 
tor,and willeth us upon that account to commit 
our ſelves to him in well-doing. 1 Pet. 4.19. Im- 
plying, that Gods relation to us as our Creator, 


. | 1s a kind of natural promiſory engagement up- 


on him to protect, preſerve, and do us good 
when we deport our ſelves towards him as be- 
cometh rational Creatures. And we find that 
Job repreſented and complained of it as a very 
incongruous thing, as a thing unbecoming the 
relation of a Creator to a Creature, to make 
It as it were purpoſely to deſtroy it, without 
the conſideration of any notable unrighteouſ- 
neſs in it, or provocation from it. Thize hands 
have made me and faſhioned me round about, and © 
Jet thou doſt deſiroy me Job 10, 8. q. d. Thy 
Making of me promiſed Preſervation, proviſt- 
on,and goodneſs from thee, and wilt thou [ et] 
notwithſtanding the natural obligation of that 
relation ruine me for thy meer pleaſure? and 
you ſhall find that God doth often infiſt upon 
the conſideration of his Relation to his people 


17 as their Creator, to ſuggeſt and inculcate to 


them from thence his regular and due care, 
yea, his tender love and abundant goodneſs 
and bounty towards them {1ſa. 44. 2. 45. Ir. 
46: 3, 4. 49, 15. God is not only merciful and 
gracious, but he is the Father of Mercies, 
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x Cor,1.3. and.waiteth to be graciows. Ia 30,18, 
that is, 'tis natural to God to be ready to ads 
of mercy, and Mercy ſo plealſeth him, Mic. 5, 
I8. that he looketh out and ſeeketh for, yea, 


watcheth and waiteth for a fair opportunity to! 


exalt his mercy 1n the gracious ſuccour and re- 
lief of poor miſerable finners endeavouring all 
they can to ſeeek and find him. 

SeF. 29. Our Saviour exhorting his Hearers 
in his Sermon on the Mount, to pray for the Spi- 
rit, ( that is, the good Gifts and Graces of the 
Spirit our Diſcourſe relateth unto ) encoura- 
geth them to believe that their Prayer ſhall be 


prevalent and effeftual, from the conſideration, 


now before us, viz. that God is their Father ; 
that is, becauſe their Beings are originally from 


Him as Children are from a Father. And the 
ſtrength of his Argument ſtandeth in a com- 


pariſon, and is drawn from the leſs to the- 


greater 5 [f ze then ((aith he ) being evil ( that 
1s, degenerated in a great meafure from that 
kindneſs and benignity which was once im- 
preſſed upon your Natures : for Ez here is 


oppoſed to a Liberal Diſpoſition, and a for-] . 


wardne(s to Helpand Relieve when requeſted) 
know how to give good gifts to your children, how 
much more ſhall your Father which is in Heaven 
give good gifts ({ another Evangeliſt ſaith, His 
Spirit, Luke 9. 13. ) unto them that ask him, 
Matt. 7. x1. For as the Pfalmiſt reaſoneth in 

PORT another 
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another caſe, He that made the eye, ſhall not he 


ſee? and he that planted the ear, ſhall not he hear? 


Pſal: 94. 9. So, ſhall not God, who hath onl 
copied out his own Bowels, Love, and Good- 


\, neſs, in dark CharaQers upon Men, inveſting 
|. their Natures with ſuch Principles which in- 


cline and carry them forth to ads of Kindneſs 
and Bounty, ſhew Himſelf to be much more 
fall of Kindneſs and Bounty ; ard anſwerably 
beſtow upon all ſuch as diligently and faith- 
fully ſerve him, according to the utmoſt of 


their Capacities and Circumſtances, that which 
is beſt for them? 
SeF.30. Optimus & Maximus, Moſt Good or 


1” Bountiful, and Moſt Great or * Powerful, were 


two Attributes which the ancient Gentiles moſt 
eſpecially aſcribed unto God, and they ever 
gave, from the diftate of Nature, his Goodneſs 
or Bounty the precedency of his Greatzeſs or 
Power, implying, That God principally looks 
after the manifeſtation and acknowledgment 
of That. And the truth 1s, God never acts 
more like himſelf, with greater Royalty and 
Magnificence, than when hegives ample Gifts 


1” unto Men, and rewards their Services above 


the ſtrict Worth and natural Value of them 3 
for hereby, as in a Glaſs, is repreſented a 
Scheme of his excellent Greatneſs, and the de- 
ſtgn he hath to affe&t us with awful apprehen- 
ſions of his Greatneſs and Excellency. Weſay, 

ere 
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There is no ſervice to the ſervice of a Kine, be-Þ. 


cauſe ſuch a ſervice 1s not recompenſed in pro- 
portion to its proper worth, but in proportion 
tothe Greatneſs and Munificence of the Prince 
which gives the Recompenſe. As Alexander 
{1.4 when he gave one a greater pift than he 
Joirred or expected, Nor quero quid te accipere 
rceat, ſel quid me dare. He conſidered more 
what was fit for him to give, than what was fit 
fer the other to receive. So 'tis here, when we 
obtain from God ſpiritual and ſpecial, up- 
on the faithful employment of natural and 
and common Abilities and Graces, God gives 
in a way of proportion to his own unbounded 
Goodneſs and Majeſtick Munificence, rather 
thanin a way of ſuitableneſs to the' nature and 
value of the thing rewarded. That of God to 
St. Paul may be applyed to the caſe in hand, 
My ſtrength is made perfe& (that 1s, declared to 
be perfet) in weakneſs, 2. Cor. 12. 9. And 
elſewhere, we have this treaſure in eariie: Veſ- 
. ſels, that the Power might be (that is, clearly 
appcarto be) of God, and not of Us. 2 Cor.4,7. 
ſo here, God hath engaged. himſclt to ſuch a 
diſpenſation as we have under con(ideration, 
that his Love and Goodneſs, Care and Provi- 
dence, Greatneſs and Muniticence towards us, 
may appear and be made know to the World 
in greater exaltation and ſplendor. 


Je 7: 


838500 


* 
Ma 


I 


ww. 


* make ſuch proviſton againſt all Indite- 


, ons .he chargeth upon them, whatſoever 
- Sentence he palleth againſt them, whatſoe- |. 
* _ 
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_ Se&.31. Reaſ. 4. Becauſe God will juſtifie 
himſelf moſt triumphantly in all the judgments 
and puniſhments which he inflicts on obſtinate 
ſinners. Let God be true ( ſaith the Apoſtle ) 
and every min 4a lyar, as it is written, that thou 
mighteſt be juſtified in thy ſayings, and overcome - 
when thou art judged, Rom. 3. 4. The place re+ 

fers to Pſalm 5 1. 4. where it is thus read, That 

thou mighteſt be juſtified when thou ſpeakeſt, and - 
be clear when thou judgeſt, Pal. 51. 4. which 

words are to be underſtood in a forenſick | 
ſenſe 3 for $-4uw9; uſed by the Apoftle for 
the Hebrew word Titzdak in Kal, ſignifieth 
that thou may'(t appear to be juſt, as one ac- 
quitted upon Tryal doth : and zevedr, fignt- 
fieth ſuch a contention as a Party in a Law- 
ſuit maketh 'when Judgment -enſueth. And 
mn, (uch a fort of overcoming and victory 
as a contending Party obtains when he carries 
the Cauſe in Judicature. And the import of 
the words 1s this; Snppoſe God ſhould be 
queſtioned concerning his proceedings in his 
condemnation of impenitent and obdurate 
Sinners, he will ſo marage his Cauſe, and ' 


ments and Impleadings, that he will be 
ſure to have the better 'of the day : and 
whatſoever Bills of Inditements he prefers 
againſt his Adverſaries, whatſoever Rebelli- 
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ver penalty and torments he inflicteth upon 
them, and of what nature ſocver his proceed- 
ings againſt them be, they ſhall be maraged 
on ſuch unqueſtionable terms and rules of E- 
quity and Juſtice, that they ſhall not be able 
| to plead any matter of Defence, Apoiogy, or 
Excuſe! for themſelves. 

SeF. 32. Now nothing will render Sinners 
: more 1nexcuſable in the day of Judgment for 
deſcrting and refuſing the Service of God, and 
more clearly illuſtrate and juſtifie the righte- 
- ouſneſs of that puniſhment thereupon infli- 
ed on them, than this confideration; That 
God had plainly declared, that he would not 
'1n any degree by any Perlovn whatſoever be 
ſzrved. for nought, but did conftantly from 
time to time aflure them, either by his Words, 
or Works, or both, that their meaneſt Servi- 
- ces, the moſt imperfect and weak, ſhould be 
rewarded with a liberal and full hand, exceed- 
ingly above the jult value of them and ( did 


not his D-cree, promiſe, or bountifulneſs of 


his Diſpolition intervene 1n Bis confideration ) 
above all reaſonable exp<.ctation concerning 
them. If men could plead that they had not 
| an Intereſt of their own to account npon, and 
carry on 1n their tradings with their Talents, 
or employing their Abilitics and Gifts to the 
purpoles for which they have received them, 
they might have ſome pretence for hiding and 
' tupprefitng them z for Rational Creatures will 
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not think it good for them to be engaged in 
doing that which will do them no good when 
It 1s Ss ; but God having inſeparably linked 


'our intereſt to our duties, and animated our 
{ hopes by our diligence, we can find no matter 


of excule, but ſhall be ſpeechleſs in the day of ' 
God. Have I been a Wilderneſs unto Iſrael ith 
God) or a Land of darkneff? wherefore ſay my 
people then, we are Lords: we will come no more 
unto thee? Jer. 2, 31. q. d. If when they ſerved 
me I had done them no good, but hurted them | 
rather, then they might have ſome provocati- 
on and pretence to aflume to themſelves pow- 
cr to diſpoſe of themſelves and ſervices to the 
negle&t and contempt of my intereſt in them, 
and expectation of ſervice from them. 

SeF. 33. And God ſeems contented that men 
ſhould renounce him and his ſervice if men 
could find out a way to employ themſelves to 
purpoſes of greater Advantage to themſelves, 
than that they are already poſflefſed of, by 
keeping to him and his ſervice, as that of God - 
by his Prophet Elijah intimateth,when he ſaid, 
How long halt ye between two? (that 1s, why are 
you ſo indifferent, neutral, and undetermin- 
ed in your inclinations to whom and whoſe 
ſervice to adhereuntoand abide by ? why,likea | 
man which halts,do you bend and incline ſome- 
times on the right hand, and ſometimes on the 
left ; now are fe one Religion, and anon are 
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| for another; ſometimes for the worſhip of Ba- 
al,- the Idol of the Zidonians, and ſometimes 
for the worſhip of the true God, the God of 
" Iſrael?) if Baal be God then follow him (that is, 
if he be the author of your Prote&ions and | 
Mercies, and if you have ſufficient grounds and 
reaſons to induce you toexpect from him great- 
er rewards by ſerving him than you can expe&t 
. by ſerving the true God, than deal with him 
as faithful ſervants with their Lord and Ma- 
ſter, who follow him whereſoever he goes, 
and do whatſoever he requires, be reſolved 
\ men and determine your Service and Worſhip 
unto him, and be for himand not for another: ) 
but if the Lord be God then follow Him, 1 King.18. 
\ 21. That is, if there be none ſo good in him- 
ſelf, and ſo good to you as the true God, as 
there is not : if the ſervice of the ſame God be 
the beſt Service, more agreeable to your rati- 
onal Principles and moſt ſubſervient to your 
- trueft and biggeſt intereſt; then let the Lord 
be your God and follow him tully, and for- 
faking all other cleave only to him, and to his 
Worthip and Service, or el{e you will be con- | 
demned of your ſelves. So that, the bountt- 
fulneſs of Gods diſpoſition towards his ſervants 
and the experience the world hath of the rich- 
neſs of thoſe rewards which he offereth unto, 
and confers upon- men, to encourage them to 


ſervehim,will with an high hand juſtifie theven- 
| PEance 
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yo he taketh and executeth on the diſobe» | 


ent and 1mpenitent. 
ScF. 34. Could the unfaithful ſervant which - 


hid his Talent ſpoken of in this Parable, to 
which my Text refers have pleaded, that he 


[ had not a compcten ability or ſuch a ſufficien- 


cy of power to employ and improve his Talent 
as his fellow Servant had, or that it was impoſ- 
ſible for him to pleaſe and content his Lord 
and Maſter by the employment and improve- 
ment of it as they did, or that he ſhould have 
loſt his labour to all ſuch like advantagesas his 
fellows hoped for and were rewarded with, he 
could have made a rational apology and juſtifi» 
able excuſe for his ſloth and negligence: but, 
that every mouth may be ſtopped and al the World. 
(that is, of impenitent and obſtinate finners)! 
may become guilty before God, | or be ſubject to, 
ang, cy ak of God] as the old tranſlation. 
rendred 1t) upon juſtifiable and equitableterms, 


| Rom. 3, 19. God hath given aſſurancethatthe. 


loweſt ſort of reaſonable ſervices, if men ſerve; 
him with a moral finccrity, do their beft- en- 


. deavour to pleaſe him, they may be enabled 


to do that which will in ſome degree be accep»' 
table to him, and uſcful to themſelves. 

Sed. 35. Reaf. 5. Becauſe otherwiſe the ex- 
preſs and literal promulgation of the Goſpel- 
diſpenſation; could not be fuch a peculiar fa- 
vour and ſpecial mercy to a people as it Is, 
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For, not REN a upon-us phyſi ically, by a na» 
tural influx, as fire warmeth us or meat nou- 
riſheth us, but morally, by a rational influx, 
as it repreſents intell} = and alluring objects 
of Truth and goodneſs to affect our underſtan- 
ings and Wills,it is no otherwiſe a nnniſtration 
of Salvation to us, than it is that inſtrument or 
means by which Gods Spirit -moveth and ex- 
citeth our under{tandings and hearts, and con- 
veyeth influence and efficacy to refific our mi- 
ſtakes, eſtimations, choices, aftcQions and pro- 
ſecutions; which is done by an active interpo- 
ſition and exerciſe of our own natural Abili- 
ties and common Graces: for unleſs our facul- 
ties and gifts be awakened, ſtirred up, and cx- 
creifed, unleſs we have Eyes to ſee, Ears to 
hear, Underſtandings to apprehend and at- 
tend; Memories to receive and retain, Judg- 
'rents.to diſcern and confi der, Wills and Adle- 
cons to embrace and purſue, the revelations 
of Duty; Grace and Mercy propoundeth to 
vs, nb-faving Effet can thercby be impreſſed 
and wrought upon us. All the Powers of the 
Goſpel -are like ſanative Medicines, which lye 
by a fick mat unapplicd, ineffective to any fa- 
virg good to us, till we apply our ſelves tothe 
uſe of them, and do what we can to lubject 

our ſelves to the workings of them. 
- Se. 36. The weightieſt matters in the 
World, yea, thoſe which moſt nearly concern 
| us, 


us, Which are moſt 'neceſlary, profitable, de- 
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lightſome and contentful, do not affect us it 
we think not of them : the nobleſt Rewards 
of infinite Grace, Heaven and Happineſs, do no | 
more allure us, than the ſmiles of a Varlet, if 
we think not of them : the higheſt Puniſh- 
ments of infinite Juſtice, the Horronrs and I or- : 
ments of Hell and Dammation, do no more af- 
fright us, than the frowns of a dying wretch, 
if we think not of them : the Commands and 
Example of Chjiſt have no more force with us, 
and do no more cncourage and quicken us 
to Obedience, a: the purſuit of Glory, than 
thoſe of the Great Moewl, which we never ſaw 
or heared of, unleſs we think of them. - Our 
Souls indeed are aftive Principles, ard will 
be working on ſomething- or other, and the 
end of our Reaſon is to put us upon the conh- 
ſideration of ſuch matters as are moſt excellent, 
and ncccllary, and which do chiefly concern 
our Eternal wcltare: but our thoughts are {o? 
much under the power and command of our 
Wills, that we o:dinarily employ them about 
what Objects we pleaſe : we fend them hi- 
ther ind thither, bufie them about this thing 
and that, call them off, and bring them on, 
determine and fix them how and where we 
pleaſe; ſo that, the faithful employment of our 
natural Abilities and common Graces is a con- 
dition preſuppoſed to the reaping of a ſaving 
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benefit from the promulgation of the Goſpel | 


to us. Perceive ye not yet (ſaid our Saviour 
to his Diſciples upon their unbclievirg reaſon- 
 Ings) neither underſtand ? having ejes ſee ye not? 
having Ears hear ye not? and dy je not remem- 
bers Mar. 8. 17. 18. 4. d. If you do not make 
a regular uſe of your Unde;ſtandings and Sen- 
ſes, all that I fay and do, both my Words and 
Works will be as a thing ot naught with you: 
the Doctrine which I preach to you unleſs 
you attend and conlider it, and the miracles 

which I work to confirm it, and to convince 
\ you of the truth of it, unleſs you obſerve and 
remember them, cannot be transferred to their 


proper uſe, and work any good upon you: | 


and when your rational Faculties and Sen- 
| fes are not thus employed, they are to you 
as if you had them not, vain and uſclcfs Mazt. 
bc-13. 

SeF. 37. In this conſiſts the great advan- 
tage the Chriſtian part of the World hath from 
the Preaching of the Goſpel, that by it, Life 
and Immortality is brought to Light, 2 Tim. 
T. 10. That is, to partake of a divine Life, 
and to attain immortal Felicity, and Glory 1s 
diſtinatly, -plainly, and evidently, diſcovered 
and manifeſted by it : and withal it 1s the mw7- 
miftration of the Spirit, 1 Cor. 3. 8. That 1s, 
contamebh ſuch ſpiritual Powers, ſuch quick- 
 ening Influences from the Spirit, ſuch ctlica- 
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| cious Arguments, and perſwalive Motives, as 


are moſt apt to aife& and incite our Spirits or / 
rational Faculties to the exerciſe of their pto» 
per offices and adGts for to embrace and pur- 
ſue that divine Life and immortal Glory, 
which is ſo clearly diſcovered and offered to 
us by it. God knew that Sin had unman'd ws, 
loſt us the uſe of our Reaſon, where we had mioſt 
ſe for it; and therefore he contrived this means 
both to pardon our Sin, and to recover to ws our 
Reaſon, and to make us men againe. Tea, the ve- ' 
ry graces of the Spirit, are to make us more un- 
reeſonable. For thoſe inherent Graces of the 
Spirit which we call ſandifying and faving 
Graces, are a re&ifying of our natural rati- 
onal Faculties, and bs ſuch-impreſhons on 
them as bring them into a due order, ſubor- 
dinate our Underſtandings and Reaſons to 
God, and our Wills, Appetites, Afﬀedtions, 
Paſſions and Senſes to our Underſtandings 
and. Reaſons, and that which facilitateth or 
maketh them fit and ready to operate ſuita» 


\ bly to the Nature of their proper Objeds: 


for all habits whatſoever, both Spiritual and 
Moral, are nothing elſe almoſt but a facili- 
tation of our rational Faculties, and are ſcarce 
otherwiſe diltinguiſhed from the natural Pow- 
ers in which they are, than the fſtraitneſs of a 
ſtick from the ſtick it ſelf, or the expanſi- 
on and contrattion of the'hand from the hand 

| it 
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| It (elf, not by a poſitive abſolute Being and 


Exiſtence of its own, but as the madification 


- or odering of a Being after ſich a manner, is 
diſtinguiſhed from the Being it ſe]. So that, 
theliteral Promulgation of the Goſpel tous,car- | 


fieth with it a peculiarity of Favour and Met- 
cy, becauſe it is the mo(t.excellent Inſtrument 


 to.cxcitec us to a regular uſe of our natural Fa- 


cultics, and the moſt efficacious O:tgan of the 


' Spirit to derive to us a Divine and Heaven- 
Iy Lite. 


Sed. 38. Real. 6. Becauſe God hath reward- 
ed thoſe which have been ſerviceable to him 


.only for the execution of his Will of Purpoſe 
{ to puniſh, and ſuch as have only hypocritically * 
| fulfilled his Will of Command, with the high- 


eſt temporal Rewards; and therefore we have 
g00d ground to hope more comfortably and 
confidently that he will reward thoſe more a- 
bundantly and excellently, even with Spiritual 
and Special Gifts and Graces, which with a 
moral Sincerity do to the utmolt of their 
Power accompliſh and fulfill his Will of Com- 


| mand. Behold, your keaucnly Father ( ſaith 
; Qhriſt) feedeth the Fowls of the Airc! are ye 
mot much better than they? he cloatheth the grafs of 


the Field, and will he not much more cleath you £ 


Mat. 6..26. 30. 9. d. If things of lefler worth 


artake of his Care and Bounty, things of a 
greater Excellency ſhall much more, in a high- 


cr 
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p meaſure. Which ſpeech is reducible to that: 


which 1s under our Conſideration, and may 
in my apprehenſ1on be as fitly applyed to it as 
to that to'which it was immediately referred. 
SeF. 39. Nebuchadrezzer King of Babylon 
and his Army. of Caldeans, were the worſt of 
the Heather, as the Prophet faith, Ezck. 7. 24- 
And they, comparatively, but bruta Inſtru- 
menta mn Gods hand: they did not knowing- 
ly and deſignedly, from any Conſcience of / 
Obedience to God, or aim at his Honour: and” 
Service, execute his Judgments upon his Ene- 
mies, but did what they did from their own 
impetuous Luſts, to ſerve their own evil Pur= 
poſes and Ends; and yet becauſe they! were 
lubſervient to Gods Providence in executing 
the Puniſhment he had decreed againſt Tyras, 
he rewarded them very highly, gave them- 
one of the greateſt and richeſt Kingdomes in 
the World. Sor of man, Nebuchadrezzer King 
of Babylon, cauſed his Army to ſerve a great 
Service againſt Tyrus: every Head was made 
bald, and every Shoulder was peeled; yet had he 
no wages nor his Army for Tyras, for the Service | 
that ke had ſerved againſt it, For when the Ty- 
rians ſaw their umminent danger, they tranfs 
ported, as St. Hierome relates, their choiſeſt 
Goods to Carthage, and other wr gt 
Illands, and at length deſerted their City, an 


Icft nothing but empty and ruinated houſes 
and 


md 


and Walls to their Enemies. Therefore, thu 


faith the Lord God, behold I will give the Land. 


of FE.oypt unto Nebuchadrezzer King of Baby- 
lon, and he ſhall take her Multitude, and take 
her Spoil, and take her Prey, and it ſhall be the 
Wages for his Army. 1 have given him the Land 
of Egypt for his labour wherewith he ſerved a- 
gainſt it, becauſe they wrought for me, ſaith the 
Lord. (Ezek. 29. 18, 19, 20.) Howbeit they 
meant not to. fulfill Gods Will, and to execute 
his Purpoſe, reither did their Hearts think ſo: 
they had no Apprehenfions that they were 
working for God and ſerving his deſign : but 
it was in their Hearts to deſtrey and cut off, as 
tis elſewhere. Iſa. 10. 5. yet becauſe they 
were inſtrumental to execute Gods decreed 
Puniſhment, and to ſerve: his Ends upon the 
. Zzrians, they ſhall not loſe their Labour. 

SeF. 4c. So, although Cyrws King of Per- 
fra were an Heatheniſh Idolater, jet becauſe Le 
performed all Gods Pleaſure, accompliſhed all 
that he purpoſed as neccflary for - the Re- 
demption of his People from the Babylonith 
captivity, he held his right hand to ſubdue Na- 
tions, and looſed the 'loins of Kings before hin 
* —and gave him the Treaſures of Darkneſs and 
bjdden Riches of ſecret Places. lia. 44. 28. 45- 
FT, 2, 39 4" 

jehu was none of the beſt, for he never de- 


| parted ſrom the Sins of Jeroboam, from the Ido- 


latrous 
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_latrous Worſhip of the Golden Calves in Be- 
thel and Dan, and took no heed to walk in ghe 


Law of the Lord God of Iſrael with all his 
yet becauſe. he pretended a Zeal for the true 


" God, in executing the Command of God to 


| 


deſtroy Ahabs Family and the Idolatrous Wore 
ſhip and Prieſts of Baal, God rewarded him 
largely,and his Poſterity too for his ſake; Be- 
cauſe thou haſt done well in executing that which 


. was Right in mine Eyes (that 1s, in part that 


which was Right, a thing good in its Kind 
and Nature, being materially agreeable to-my 
law) and haſt done unto the houſe of Ahab all 


. that was in my Heart, thy Children of the fourth 


Generation ſhall ſit. upon the Throne of Iſrael. . 
2 King. 10. 30. And what God graciouſly 
promiſed was faithfully accompliſhed in the 
ſucceſſions to the Throne of Jehoahaz, ch.31.1, 
Joaſh, ch. 13. 9. Jeroboam, ch. 14. 16. and Za» 
chariah ch. 14. 29. 

SeF. 41. Now may we not rationally infer, 
that if God fo gracioutly and bountifully re- 
warded ſuch as 1gnorantly and preterintenti- 
onally, without having awgy reſpect at all to 
God and his Ends, became ſerviceable to him 
in the execution of his Will of Purpoſe, in a 
particular Inſtance, to gratifie their own car- 
nal Appetites and Ends; and ſuch as hypocri- 
tically and partially yield an outward confor- 
mity to his Will of Command, to ſerve their 
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own Lufſts and intereſt upon his bounty, that 
will much more amply and liberally re- 
collpenſe thoſe which knowingly, purpolely, 
| univerſally and uprightly endeavour,-as much 
| asmeernatural men 1n a ſtate of declenſion can, 
| a conformity to His holy, juſt and good Wull 
of command. With the Upright man God will 
| ſhew himſclf Upright; God will not altogether 
| neglect a plain, honeſt, faithful exerciſe of Mo- 
ral Virtues, and common Graces, as he does 
not neglect the practice of true Piety, but he 
will oive the Labourers their hire, totevery man 
bis proper peniry, Matt. 20. 8. 9. will as we may 
reaſonably infer, bleſs, and proſper the one, 
as he certainly does the other after their kind, 
not according to their own worthineſs, bur, 
according to his abundarit Goodnels and Mer- 
&y ; and his Liberality in rewarding the one 
which hath laboured leſs worthily than the 
| other ſhall be no prejudice to his Faithful- 


|, neſs, Goodnels, or Righteouſneſs, in reward-. 


1g the other. 

Jes 42. It the humiliation of a Ninize, 
Jon. 3. 7, Io. of an Ahab, 2 King. 3o. 3o. be 
a conſideration for the remova! and adjour- 
nal of Judgments and the collation of tempo- 
Tal Bleſtings, may not. that man have encou- 
| Tagement to hope for Spiritual and Special 
Bleflings from God who ſerioutly reſolves in 


all good Conſcience to avoid and ſhun all : 


groſs, 


ud 
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groſs, wilfull, and habituate Wickedneſs, and 
to apply himſelf with all his might to kee 


every one of Gods Commandements? if 
ſaid ro a bloody Cain, if thou do'ſt well ſhalt 


Y thou not be accepted £ Gen. 4. 7. and heard a 
ſcofhing Iſmael when he cryed unto him; Gen. 


21. 17. and told a brutiſh Nebuchadrezzer, 
that if he brake off his Sin by igwonyon and 
his Iniquities by ſhewing Mercy to the Poor, it 
ſhould be a lengthening of his Tranquillity; Dan, 
4. 27. will he not hear and accept every per- 
on in every Nation which feareth hin and works 
eth Righteouſneſs? ACt 10. 39. 
Sed. 43. I am not willing (my Conſcience 


' is witneſs, and God which 1s greater than my _ 


Conſcience, and knoweth more by me than 
it) to impoſe upon the Faith or Reaſon of 
any, the meaneſt Perfon in the world; but 
methinks, when IT thus conſider Gods ordina+» 
ry practice of Grace in conferring rewards - 
upon the lowelt ſoits of Service imaginable 
done for him, that it is not illogical, or a far 
f-teht Inf-rence ' to conclude from thence , 
that he will more liberally and honourably re- 
ward thoſe Services which are done from bet- 
ter Principles, to better Ends, and more agree- 
ably to his holy Will and Pleaſure, and which 
do ex natura rei, repreſs 111 {ome meaſure the 
Exorbitancy of mens Luſts and Paflions, and 
materially Diſpoſe, and prepare them for great- 
i | Er 
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er Bleflings, even for thoſe Spiritnal and | . 
Special Gifts and Graces our diſcourſe re- 
fers unto. 

Before I ſhall draw any inferences from my 
Poſition I ſhall endeavour to remove rwo |, 
Objections which are by ſome men made a- 
"gainſt it. 

SeF. 44. Firſt. Some will not have unre- 
generate men encouraged to moral Vertntes 
and common Graces, becauſe they are apt to 
be proud of, and to reſt in them; and from 
thence aflert, that there is more hope of the 
- Converſion and Salvation of the moſt de- 

bauched Rufhan, than of ſuch men. When 
men (fay they) by the external Practice of 4 
moral Vertues have obtained good Accep- 
tance, and a great Reputation in the World, 
and by the internal workings of common Gra- 
ces, which have the ſemblance of Faith and 
Repentance, have got a good Opinion of 
themſelves, and conceit their preſent courſe 
commendable, and in Probability fate, they 
from hence truſt in their own Righteouſneſs, 
| and ſo lay the ſtrongeſt and molt dangerous 
barr in the way to a through Converſion: - 
and the true Power of Godlineſs, that can 
be; and therefore ( ſay they ) to excite to 
endeavour after moral Vertues and common 
Graces, 1s to perſwade them to become like 
the Profelytes to the Phariſees, moor hy 

| ala 
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Children of the Devil than they were be- 


The Reward of Dihgenct. &9- 


fore. 

SeF. 45. Anf. This kind of reaſoning hath 
more of noife and .clatnour in it than of Subs ' 
ftance and Strength; for Pride and carnal 
Confidence is neither an Effeft, or neceſflary 
Adjunct; but a meer accidental thing to moral 
Vertues and common Graces; for nothing can 
be more contrary to the diCtates of Reaſon 
and the common reftaints of Grace, than ſuch 
Pride and Confidence. What is more unrea- | 
ſonable than Pride and Self-conceitedneſs? and 
what tendency hath a ſenſe of Sin and Miſe- © 
ry, and an hope of Grace and Mercy, which 


- are the effects of common Grace, to a truft- 


mg and a repoſing of our ſelves in our own 
Worth and Righteouſneſs? that moral Ver- 
tues and common Graces are ſotnetirhes a dans, 
gerous temptation doth not proceed ex natu- 
ris rerun, trom the natures of the things thems . 
ſclves, but ex witizs perſonarum. quibus inſunt, 
from the immoral Corruptions of the perſons 
which partake of them. So that, 'tis a ca- 
fual contingent argument and may altogether 


- as plauſibly be nrged againſt Spiritnal an& 


Special Abilities and Graces, becauſe men are 
apt to take occaſion to be proud of them and 
to truſt in them, as the Inſtances of Dazid; 
Hezekiah, Peter and others, evince. 

St. Auſtin, and after him the Schoolmen; 
E whett 
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when they define (zratia gratum faciens, that 
Grace which we are ſpeaking of, regenera- 
{ting or ſanctifving Grace, they teach us, that 
it is ſuch, ©nud nemo male utitur, which no 
one uſ-<th amils. But *tis of cafie apprehenſi- 
© on, that they ſpeak of Grace <fticiently and 
not objectiv-ly confidered: tor though ſan- 
Aitying Grace cannot 1n its exerciſe be abuſed 
to evil Purpoſes, yet it may accidentally by 
{ 1ts preſence and practice both be an occaſion 
of drawing out of thoſe Luſts which war a- 
gainſt our Souls, and ſo may objectively be 
miſuſed. But ſuppoſe it were conſtantly and 
necellarily true, taat moral Vertues and com- 
mon Graces were accompanied with Pride 
- and carnal confidence, is it not more eafie to 
caſt out one or two Devils than to caſt out a 
whole Legion? and are not one or two Ene- 
mics more eaſily vanquiſhed than an whole 
Army ? 

Se&. 46. S:condly, Some others, becauſe 
the Apoltle ſaith, where Sin abounded Grace 
did much more abound, Rom. 5. 20. Infer a- 
E gainſt our Polition, that theretore 210 ſcele- 
| ratior & gratie vicinior, by how much the 
more any man 1s a S:nncr, by ſo much the 
nearer to the Grace and Mercy of a Saviour. 
And becauſe Jeſus Chriſt told the Pricſts and 
Elders, that the Publicans and Harlots did go in- 
to the Kingdom of God before them, Mat. 21.31. 
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Therefore ſay they, the exceſs of. wickedneſ 
is a better qualification to make men capable 
Subjects of regenerating Grace, than moral 
Vertues. and common Graces. 

Sed. 47. Anſ. This Objeftion ſeemeth to 
intimate-to us,that God doth Love that. which 
Nature it ſelf doth Loath; and as if thatfwere _ 
neareſt to God which is furtheſt from Good- 
neſs; and that they which are more like De- 
vils than men, were moſt likely - to -become 
Chriſtians; and Heaven were beholding 1 to 
Hell for Saints. I cannot but think, that A- 
grippa, who was almo of perſwaded fo be a Chri- 


ftian, was betrer diſpoled towards Chriſtiani- 


ty than Saul was v2 v6 he breathed out #hreat- © 
rings and ſlanghters againſt any that profeſſed 
it. Ads 9. 1. 2. and certainly the Scribe, which 
was not far from the Kingdom of God, Mar. 12. 
34. was Tar and nearer to an entrance in- 
to it, than thoſe Scribes, Phariſees and, Hypo- - 
trites were who did ſhut the Kingdom of Heaven 
againſt others, and would not go in themſelves, 
nor ſuffer thoſe who were entring, t0.,g0. 111, Mat. 
23. 13. And the Young man which had obſero- 
ed all the Commandements of (rod from his youth 
up, and yet lacked one thing, Mar. 10. 21. was 


- not ſo much indiſpoled- to the Power of Reh- 


gion, and fo unmeet for the Kingdom of God, 
as Abab was when he ſold kimſelf to work Emil 


in the (rebt of the Lord; 1 King. 2x. 20. or 
E 2 any 
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any other which wanteth more things and | 
rejedeth the Commandements of God, and hath | { 
. 10 fear of God before his ezes, and ſpeaketh againfs | + 
the Holy Ghoſt. Hoſ. 4. 6. Rom. 3. 18, Mart. | « 
£2. 32. or as he who hath troden ur der ſoot the 
Sor gf God, and hath counted the blood of tle | 
Covenant wherewith ke was ſanGifjed an unkoly 
thing, and hath done deſpight unto the Spirit of | ( 
Grace. Heb. 1o. 29. For my part I cannot be- | j 
ſieve, that he is ever likely to become a Saint | 
who lives as if he were a Devi), renouncing ſe 
the dictates of Nature and the reſtraints of | 
Grace. Surely 'a juſt and an honeſt man is | 
more nearly related to a Chriſttan than a | x 
* Thief, or an Oppreflor, or a Deceiver; and | 
he that walketh humbly, meekly, ſoberly, 7 
_ charitably, inſtructing the Ignorant, relieving | þ; 
the Poor, cxtending compaſltons to the Pri- | x; 
foners, and captives, acknowledging his un- | w 
worthineſs by reaſon of Sin, begging Pardon | n 
of God, and falleth down and worſhippeth | th 
God in hope of Reconciliation and Salvation, | p 
as every one man doth which Jiveth 1n the | 
praftice of moral Vertues and common Gra- | # 
ces, is more Hhkely to become a ſound Pelie- f H 
ver, than he which walketh proudly, ſtub- 
bornly, riotouſly, faring deliciouſly every day, | a 
withoue regard to the hungry and needy, | w; 
fcorning at Godlinefs and Honefty, and de- | H, 
ſpifing the means of Grace and Mercy. I ſhall | 
= | COn« 
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conclude with the recital of the concurrent 
ſuffrage of the Profound Bradwardine, A ſer- 
vile fear (faith he) a fight of ſome inconvenie 
ence and the moral habit of Vertue, do wery much © 
y Bithbold from Sin, incline to good Works, and ſo . 
prepare and diſpoſe to Charity, and Grace, and 
Works truly pleaſing and acceptable. Bradw:. De 
Cauſfa Dei. 1. 16. c. 37. With whom Mr. 
Robert Bolton conſented, who ſaith, that -9m0- 
ral Honeſty and outward Religiouſneſs are in thems 
ſelves good and neceſſary, and a good ſtep to Chri= 
ſtiarity. 1 now proceed to conſider what In» 
ferences and Conſequences are deducible from 
my Poſition. 


|” Sed. 48. Firſt then, the Reaſon why {o 


few are ſpiritually converted and faved, 1s, 
becauſe few do faithfully employ their Natu» 
ral Abilities and common Graces; or 1m the 
wards of our Saviour, becauſe they: feeing fee | 
not, and hearing they hear not, neither. do 
they underſtand; and in them is fulfilled: the 
prophecy of Iſaias, which ſaith, by hearing they 
ſhall hear, and ſhall not underſtand; and ſeeing 
| they ſhall ſee and not perceive: for this peoples = 
F Heart is waxed groſs, and their Ears are dill of © 
kearing, and their Eyes bave they cloſed, leſt at 
any time they ſhould ſee with their Eyes, and hear 
with their Ears, and ſhould underſtand witb their 
Hearts, and ſheuld be converted, and [ ſhould heal 
thew, Mat. 13. 13, 14, 15- q: 4. They have 
E 3 Facul- 
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Faculties and Powets naturally capable of ob- 
ſerving and underſtanding the Miracles I have 
wrought amongſt them, and the DoGrine I 
| have preached to them, and of reccivi 110g bleſ- 
fed Advantages from them; but they hav 
not: ſtirred! up themſelves to the uſe of them 
this way, (but have-carrycd it as if they had 
neither Ears to hear what was ſaid, nor Eyes 
, to kewhar was done, nor reaſonable Souls to 
ve the End unto which both as Means 
referred 3. and they: are juſt ſuch another 
nk of People as they were which the Pro- 
t: tpeaks of, who were fo judicially be- 
ſotted by the predomin ancy of an obſtinate 
fubborn Will, ' that 'they wilfully ſtop their 
Ears, and ſhut thei Eyes, and run on like 
matl}Men-upon their 'Ruine and Deſtruction: 
— theyrib perverſely abufe their natural Abili- 
ties and common Graces, as if they purpoſely 
edivrender themſelves indiſpoſed for, and 
- nncapable of Converſion and Salvation: and 
by. the:juſt Judgment of God for their neglect 
and conrempt - of: the 'means of Converſi on 
anda] vation, are ſo confirmed and hardened 
In \their brutiſh Stupidity and Scnſualities, 
thax. they are never likely to become ſtirring 
amd adtive in the. uſe of their natural Abilitics 
and gracious Afliſtances, and therefore never 
"Si to'be converted and ſaved. 


'Se@7, 49; There Was never any man in the 
3; Worls 


— 
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World, (at leaſt under the Goſpel) who! dy- 


ing Obedience to them; for otherwiſe theſe. 
Commands would be grievous to them; and: 


ſuffer him to do: and being given to unte-: 
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ed in his Sins and was damned for them, which 
endeavoured the beſt he could to be ſaved. 
When God commandeth men to repent and to: 
be converted, that their Sins might be blotted out, 
Ac. 3.19. and to make a new Heart and a new 
Spirit, and to turn ihemſclues that they may not 
dye but I've: Thee Commands ſuppoſe that 
they have Powers naturally capable 'of yield- 


God would tempt them above what they are! 
able, which his Juſtice and Goodneſs will not 


generate men, which-are morally weakened 
by ſinful corruptions, and with an expreſs re- 
ference to their corruptions, which render 
them averſe from and hinder the performance 
of Obedience to Gods Commands, they alſo 
ſuppoſe ſuch a ſupereff{uence of gracious Pow- 
er from God as 1s ſufficient to remove this 
weakneſs, and to conquer this Hinderance of 
obedience; for otherwiſe they would not be 
capable Subjects of theſe and the like Laws; 
and God would exact from them that which 
they could not do, and would promiſe them 
forgivencſs of Sin and Life upon an impoſli- 
ble condition, which his Graciouſnefs and 
Wiſdom will not ſutfer him to do. This (as 
I conceive) 1s the purport of the New Cove- 

E 4 nant 
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" nant founded upon Chriſts Mediatorial Obe- 
dience, to relieve Man reſpeGively to his Mo- 
ral Impotency ; I mean, to vouchſafe him ſuf- 
| ficient Means to remove the hindrances he 
| had brought upon himſclf by his Wicked- 
| neſs, to perform the Obedience he owed to 
his Maker and Ruler, and to reſtore him to a 
; Capacity of attaining Salvation from Sin and 
Miſery, and to ſtand poſleſl:d of the Image, 
' Fayour, and Fellowſhip of God. And an- 
 {werably, what God here commands them to 
do for themſelves, he elſewhere promiſeth that 
| he himſelf will do for them, A&s 3. 26. and 
5.31. and 11.18. 2 Tim. 2. 25. Fer. 31. 33. 


and 32. 39. Exck, 36. 26. Which plainly im- 


plyeth, that God gives men ſuthcient Abilites 
| and Helps todo that which he commands them 
to do, and when they faithfully uſe their Ta- 
lents, Abilities and Helps in order to their 
* Converſion and Salvation, he will cancurr and 
Work with them, and in the end derive to 
| them, and beſtow upon them, that which they 
Jaboured and wrought for. So that, if Men 
did go fo far, and do ſo much as they are ina- 
bled to do, their Converſion and Salvation 
might certainly be accompliſhcd. 
Sed. 50. When Chriſt upbraided the Chief 
- Prieſts and Elders for not believing St, Joh 
' the Baptiſt, as the Publicans and Harlots did, 
| Mat, 21. 32. He clearly intimated, that they 
_— Pt. EY y"7> 
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were aſwell appointed and fitted by Nature 
and Grace to believe, as- the other were, and 


that it was meerly from their own Obſtinacy 
that they believed not: for if they had not 


\ been in capable circumſtances of believin 


had not been as well furniſhed with Abilities, 
Graces, and Aids for the work as the other 
were, it- would have been no diſparagement 
to them not to believe as the other did. A 
man is not to be blamed and upbraided for 
that which neceſſarily and irrefiſtibly befaJls 
him: where there is no room for a Choice, ' 
there can be no juſt or warrantaſſe matter of 
Blame and Diſparagement. Aus voluntatis eſt 


- aFus hominis. In a legal and moral Conſtru- 


(tion that is not done which 1s not willingly 
done. It was therefore their Wilfulneſs, and 
not any invincible Impotency natural or mo- 
ral which kept them from believing, that 1s, 
there was no hinderance to their Beltevin 
but ſuch as was conquerable (together with 
Gods afliſtance) by the'endeavours and Means 
they might have uſed. 

Se&. 51. And when God commands men 


" to ſave themſelves, Act. 2. 40. I preſume the 


words are not to be underſtood formaliter but | 
conſecutive, the meaning is not, that they muſt 
be the Authors of their own Salvation, or . 
that they muſt do that from which Salvation 
will by a natural emanation refult and ifſue 

as 


| 
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as an effect from its proper cauſe, but that if 
they did to their utmoſt ſincerety comport 
with thoſe Abilities, Graces, and Mcans for 
Salvation which they at that time enjoyed, 


- Salvation ſhould undoubtedly be the neceſla- 


ry Conſequent of it; becauſe God by his ir- 
refiltible Decree hath determined, that Salva- 
tion (hall be the neceſlary Conlequent and iſſue 
of (ach faithful endeavours. 

 ve#. 51. God conſidered ſimply and abſo- 
lutely in himfelf is agens liberimurm, under no 
Obligation as a Debtour to any Creature 
whatſocvergkgives what Favours, when, and 
to whom he pleaſcth: but God conſidered 
relatively to his own internal Dcterminations 
and.. external Adminiſtrations, may and hath 
brought upon himſelf an Obligation reſpe- 
dively unto Us. Divina voluntas (ſaith the 
great Schoolman) /icet ſimpliciter libera ſit ad 
extra, ex ſupplicatione tamen unins aus liberi, 
pick neceſſutari ad alterum. Although the Will 
of God be ſimply. or entirely free, reſpedively to all 


external adminiſtrations towards his Creatures, 


| get npon the ſuppoſition of one free Att towards 
them, he may be neceſſitated to another. Thus, | 


God having commanded Sinners to purſue the 
Salvation of their Souls by endeavouring con- 
verſion from Sin, and engaging themſelves in 
the ſervice of the Goſpel, and walking worthy 
of him, unto all well-plealing, he hath —_ 
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ed himſelf to furniſh them with @fficient Abi- 


liries, Affiſtances, and Means for the expedi- 
ting : and fulfilling of their Duties. And havin 
encouraged them to their Duties by we 
inga Reward to their Hopes, he hath bound 
himſelf upon the performance of their Duties 
to accompliſh to them what they aim and 
hope tor. So that, God by an ad of Sove- | 
raignty obligeth himſelf to an act of Grace, 
and by one act of Grace obligeth himſelf to 
another. Thus ſome interpret that. of the E- 
vangeliſt, of His fulnefs have all we received,and 
Grace for Grace. Joh. 1. 16. That is, God 
through Chriſt diſpenſeth to us one Grace itl 
order to' another : he doth not beſtow Gifts 
and Graces upon us ſparingly, or for once, 'or 
one turn only, but accumulateth Grace 't6 
Grace; that is, when former Graces are well 
diſpenſed and rightly uſed, he addeth others to 
them, to fill up the meaſure of a Chriſtian Stas 
ture, a perfe# man in the fulneſsof Chriſt, as the 
Apoſtle terms it. Eph. 4. 13 
Sed. 53. 'Tis the x $2 of a Rabbin 
mentioned by Caſaubon, that Merces precepls 
eſt preceptum, & merces tranſgreſſionis eſt tranſs 
ereſſio. The meaning 1s this, that when a mart 
keepeth one commandement he obtaineth 
ſuch/a reward of Grace from God, that he 1s 
made able and ready to keep another, and as 
his diligence in obedience is increaſed, ſo his 
Graces 
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Graces are multiplyed and perfe&ted: fo on 
the contrary, he which tranſgreſlcth one of 
Gods Commands, by Gods juſt Judgment is 
diſpoſed to tranſgreſs another, and as his ne- 
ligence to Obedience increaſeth, ſo his aver» 
tion from Obedience is heightened. 

Sed, 54. Surely, God which hath appoint- 
ed a courſe of Means in arder to Converſion 
and for the acquiſition of Salvation, and (trict- 
Iy commanded the uſe of them, he doth fo 
| honour and bleſs them with his gracious Pre- 
fence, that they cannot be in vain to any man 
which uſeth them as well as he can: but he 
| Which ſcriouſly and diligently applyeth him- 
ſelf though with a lefler diſpoſition t6 Subje- 
Gion and Obedience to God, ſhall be bleſied 
* with a greater by the Uſe of them, till he be 
\throughly diſpoſed and duly prepared for the 
End of them; for he that waiteth on the Lord 
end keepeth his way, ſhall not be aſhamed but ſav- 
ed. Pa. 25.3, 37, 34. That fo few therefore 
are converted and ſaved in a great mcaſure, 1s, 
becauſe ſo few do faithfully employ their na- 
tural Abilities and common Graces: few uſe 
as well as they ſhould and could the Gitts al- 
ready received, and therefore better are with- 
held from them; for he that is wnjuſt in the 
leaſt, is unjuſt al)o (that is, preparatione anime) 
m much. Luk. 16. Io. and he muſt not expect 
Special Favours who 15 unworthy of Common 
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 SeF.55. Inference 2. Then Employment is 
Gods way to Improvement, and if we then in- 
tend to better our eſtates of Abilities, Gifts, 
and. Graces, let vs make the beſt Uſe of them 
we can, refer them to their proper Ends, and 
eombine with them to profecute thoſe Ends 
with all our might, and the enterpriſe will 
certainly proſper in our hands. To him that 
[ Thus } hath zt ſhall be given, and be ſhall have 
abundance. The Talents of Abilities and Gra- 
ces are from an at of Almightineſs in God, 
but the faithful Management and Uſe of thoſe 
Talents is an act of Duty and Obedience in us: 
as the former depend upon Gods Grace, ſo 


- the latter upon Our Induſtry ; for all matters | 


of Duty and Obedience are appropriately ours, 
and properly belong to Us, as all matters of 


Grace are appropriately Gods, and properly 


| belong to him. And therefore we are to ac- 


count, that the Employment, and conſequent- 
lythe Improvement of our particular Talents, 
is our own proper work, unto which we 
are to exerciſe our ſelves with alt Care and 
Diligence. Certainly, God would not have 
ce the flothful Servant for hiding his 


Talent, if it had not been his proper Work 


and Duty to have Employed and Improved it. 
Do not then in favour to your carnal Eaſe 
znfer, That becauſe God worketh in you to will 
and to do, Phil. 2. that you cannot bury - 

4» 
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| Talent, nor contradi& his motion; that you 
muſt only have a Paſlive capacity to Receive 
from God, and muſt Do nothing, but God 
mult do all : for according to the Spiritual 

mock of the Apoſtle, that Principle is a pre- 
'miſe to a quite contrary Concluſion ; for, he 
* therce infers our follicitous Care and wary 
Induſtry, ſaying, Work out your ſalvation with 
fear and trembling, Phil. 2. 12, 13. St. Chryſo- 
ftome on the place well obſerves, that 'tis not 


* work out, implying, that we muſt be Workers 
+ together with God, till the work of Salvation 


way we muſt fear and tremble, leſt by inward 
| Reluctations or outward oppoſitions,the Work 
- miſcarry, and ſo God be offended, and we 
{ deſtroyed. 

Se@. 56. Chamier well obſerves, That when 
many Canſes concur to produce one and the ſame 
 Effed, the Scriptures ſometimes aſcribe the Eff e 
to one of theſe Cauſes, and ſometimes to another. 
This 1s the Caſe here under conſideration, 


Pleaſure 5 and yet you are commanded from 
thence to work ont your Salvation : which im- 
; Plyes, that if the Abilities and Graces impart- 
ed to us from God, be jn the end and 1ltue 
 aQually Operative and Effective to our Salva- 
* tion, it-is 1n concurrence with our faithful En- 

pA deavours;z 


fimply ſaid ep57ec;, work, but yamnpatedr, 


be brought to a full Perfeftion ; and all the 
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God worketh in you to will and.to do of his good | 
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deavours ; and that our Endeavours ſubordt- 
nately to the Superintendency and Inſtigation | 
of the Grace of God, contribute Influence to- 
wards Salvation. Hence Men are ſaid to ſaze 
Themſelves, 1Tim. 4. 16. AG. 2. 40. and in or- 
der to that, are ſaid to Recover Themſelves out : 
of the ſnare of the Deril, 2 Tim. 2.25. and are ' 
ſaid to keep Themſelves pure, 1 Tim. 5.22. and to 
heep Themſelves in the Love of God. Jude 21. 
and to guide their Hearts in the way. 1 John 3.3. 
Prov. 23. 9. All which rd” + 5 teach us, 
that we are not ſaved by a meer fatlive Reci- 
piency of ſaving Impreſſions, but by an aCtive 
induſtrious Cooperation with the powerful 
- Aids of Grace. 'Tis faid, that the bleſſumg of 
(od. maketh rich; and yet in the ſame Chapter 
'tis alſo ſaid, that the Diligent Hand maketh 
rich. Prov. 10. the meaning undoubtedly 1s 
this, there muſt be Diligence on our part, or 
clle there will be no Blefiing on Gods part, 
Be content therefore to believe, that ſome 
thing belongs to you, that you have a Talent 
to manage, a Gift to cxerciſe, Aſhiſtances to 
comport with and uſe, a Diligence to main- 
- tain, and a work of Salvation to do. c 

SeF#. 57. It is with the generality of men in 
the matter of Converſion or cleanfing from Sin 
| (as 'tis ſometimes called in Allufion to the le- 

gal Cleanſings) Eph. 5. 26. Jam. 4. 8. 2 Cor. 
7, I. as it was with Naamaz in the matter ki | 

1s 
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his cleanſing from his Leproſy, who when the 
Prophet counſclled him to go and walh feven 
times in Jorday in order to it, he preſently fell 
into a great Paſlion, and faid, I had thought he 
would have come to me, and hate called on the 
name of his God, and laid his hands on me, and 
fo I ſhould have been healed. 2 King. 5. 11. that 
1s, he would have been healed his own way, 
he would contribute nothing of Submiſſion, 
Obedience and Endeavour towards it, but 
would only be the Subject recipient of it : 
God and the Prophet muſt do all. So, many 
pretend they are willing to be converted or 
cleanſed from the leproſy of Sin, but 'tis upon 


their own terms; if God by his omnipotent . 


Impulſe will over-power and irrefiſtibly deter- 
mine their Wills to chule the better part, they 
muſt ſubmit; for who hath or ean; reſiſt his 
Will ? but for their parts they will be at no ex- 

enle of Study, Care, or Pains for it: God and 
Fs ſubordinate Inſtruments muſt do it without 
them, if he will have it done. Ut is not (ſay 
they trom the Apoſtle) of hint that willeth, nor 
of bim that runneth, but of God that ſheweth Mer- 


cy, Rom. 9. 16. And therefore the Work of | 


| Salvation 1s Gods work only, and not at all 
theirs, and if it be wrought it ſhall coſt them 
nothing. Thus many abuſe theGrace of God to 
 Wantonnes; becauſe the terms and conditions 
of Juſtification are only of Gods preſcribing, 
& no other qualifications whatſoever but thoſe 
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ſpecifred and limited by his Law can admit 
us to. a participation of it, (to which that 
ſpoken of by the Apoſtle, only refers) there- 
fore they, by a perverting of the Apoſtles 
words, conclude; that the work of Con-_ 
verſion is a work which God is to do upon 
them without them. That 1s, becauſe God 
enadteth and impoſeth Laws and Terms of Ju- 
ſtification and Salvation without our Conſent, 
therefore alſo Submiſſton and Obedience to 
them ſhall be yielded and performed. too 
without our . conſent. If I underſtand the 
force and deſign of ſuch Reaſonings, the ſcope 


' and import of them is this, that God doth 


his own part and mans too, maketh and im- 
poſeth Laws upon us, and obeyeth and fulfill- 
eth them himſelf for us too, and fo aCteth the 
part both of the Soveraign and the Subject. 
Sef. 58. That famous faying of St. Angs- 
ſtine ſo much celebrated in the praQtical dif 
courſes of Divines, is a manifeſt” and weighty 
Truth, That he which Made thee without thee, 
doth not Fuſtifie thee without thee. You Qui fect 
could not concur to the one be- te fine te, 


. cauſe you were not, but you ought 222 te ju- 


| ſtificar fi 
and muſt concur to the other becauſe ;,. ox i 


you are what you are; I mean, crea- Tow. ro, 
tures of a proper capacity to do it, Att 
by the conſtitution of your Natures Ser. rg. p. 
to be conducted unto God and all 335 


F perfe- 
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perfetive enjoyments knowingly and ele- 
tively. Converſion is an a& of duty as well 
as of Grace, and mans ſhare is ſo great in all 
acts of Duty, that they are properly deno- 
minated Mansadct only, and not Gods. Would 
It not be abſurd, if not worſe, to ſay, that 
God ceaſeth to do Evil and Learneth to do well; 
that God turneth from Sin to God; that God 
repenteth unto Life and Salvation; that God 
believeth and bringeth forth fruits worthy of a- 
mendment ; which are all Scripture-Phraſes, 
importing the fame with Converſpor and Rege- 
zeration? Although the Fire burns not with- 
out Gods concurrence, yet 'tis not God (ac- 
cording to a ſtrict propricty of Speech) which 
burns, but the Fire ;becauſe notwithltanding 
Gods concurrence, the Fire aGeth accordin 

to the eſſential properties of its Nature. God 
concurreth with the Water as well as with 
the Fire, and yet that burns not but cooleth, 
aye, and can- quench the Fire; and therefore 
notwithſtanding - Gods concurrence with 
things they act and move according to the 
intrinſecal properties of their Natures. So 
thongh Converſion or Regeneration be Cods 
workmanſhip, and no man quickeneth his 
own heart to turn it from Sin to God, with- 
out Gods concurrence, yet mat converteth 
andturneth himſe!f from Sin to God, beciuſe 
notwithſtanding Gods concurrence man act- 


th 
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eth according to the eflcntial Properties of 
his Nature, knowingly, judicioully, yolun- 
tarily, freely ; andis not divorced from Sin, 
and contracted unto God without his own. 
Knowledg, Election and Conſent, Why 
ſhould thoſe Truths which are diredive to 
Converſton be propounded to our: Under- 
{tandings, and we be obliged to conſider and 
meditate upon them? and why ſhould thoſe 
motives which are exciting to Converſion be 
propounded to our Wills, and we be obliged 


- to comply and cloſe with them, if we had 


nothing to do, and were not to bear a part 
with God in the Work £2 : 
Sed. 59. God which gave the Waters of 
the Povl Betheſda an healing Virtue, Joh. 
5. 2. and ſent an Angel at a gertain time to 
trouble the Waters, to draw forth their Sana- 
tive Vertue, did not {end an Angel too to 
drag the impotent from all quarters of the 
Country into the Pog}, but if they obtained 
cure thereby they mult- either come them- 
ſelves and go in, or <clſe be brought and put 
in by others, that 1s, were to get into the 
Pool in an ordinary way of ſuch endeavours 
as they were capable of uſing. So, God 
which hath given the Waters of the Sanctu- 
ary an healing Virtue, and at certain Seaſons 
ſends his Angels to (tir theſe Waters for your 


- healing,” expeRs that you come to them, and 
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exerciſe the Powers you have to obtain heal- 
ing from them, or elle you are never like to 


be the better for them. For the Miniſters of 


Religion do not cure the difcaſes of our Souls 


as a Charm or a Medicine the Diſeaſes of our 


Bodies, without the interpoſicion orufe of our 
reaſonable Faculties, but produce and work 
in us hatreds of Sin, ayd fruits in all Good- 
neſs, Righteouſneſs, and Truth, by pro- 
pounding efficacious arguments and motives 
to pcr{wade our Reaſon, incline our Will, 
excite our Afﬀections, and to ingage our ear- 
neſt and vigorous endeavours. Be not decein- 
ea ({aith the Apoſtle) God 3s not mocked, as 
a man ſoweth ſo ſhall ke reap. Gal. 6. 7. 9. d. 
You may by your fair Pretenſes and plauſi- 
ble Reafonings impole upon and deceive your 
ſelves, but you cannot do fo by God, tor he 
knoweth and will judge- of things as they 
are; and as the Crop which the huſbandman 
reapeth at harveſt is -gnſ{werable to the Na- 
ture of the Seed fown,fo, ſuch as your Endea- 
vours are ſhall your Succeſſes be, and you 
ſhal eat the Fruit of your own proper do- 
ings, be they what they will, and of none 
other. And as the hufbandman cannot reap 
without ſowing, nor fow without Labour 
and Induſtry, ſo neither can you reap mm 
Mercy without ſowing in Righteouſneſs, par- 
take of Gods Blefhing without . doing his 

Work, 
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Work, nor can you do his Work without 
exerciſing your ſclves in painful Endeavours. 

Sed. 60. When the Apoſtle beſcecheth ws 
not to receive the Grace of God in Vain. 2 Cor. 
6.1 apd to look diligently leſt any of #s fail of 
the Grace of God. Hub. 12. 13. He plainly in- 
ſinuates that our Study, Cares, and Indu- 
ſtrie are concern'd in the good Iflues and Efx 
fc&s of it upon us; that we may by the Pow- 
er of our Wills, hinder and prevent the Pow- 
ers of Gods Grace from prevailing to that de- 
ſicable End and Iflue to which God hath de- 
ſigned them. Certainly, had not the Eunuch 
addicted himſclf to readirft; of the Scriptures 


_ for to inquire after the mind of God concern- 


ing the things of his <ternal Peace and Sal- 
vation, Philip had not been ſent unto him 
to inſtru& him, and if Pilip had not inſtru- 
&&ted him he had not underſtood them, nor 
conſequently believed them, or ever receiv- 
ed any advantage from them. And here I 
ſhall bring to your Remembrance a paſlage 
full to our purpoſe, in the Second part of the 
Homily of our Church, exhorting to the 


 knowledg of Holy Scriptures, the words are 


theſe. And whoſoever giveth bis mind to Holy 
Scriptures, with diligent Study, and bu;ning 
Deſire, it cannot be (\aith, St. Chryſoſtome) that 
ke ſhould be left without help. For cither God 
Almighty will ſend him ſome Godly DoGor to 
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teach him, as he did to inftrud the Ennch, 4' 
Noble man o Ethiope ard [reaſurer unto Ducen 
Candice, who having affedtion to reac the Serip- 
ture (although Le underſtood it not) yet for the 
deſire that he had to Gods weird, God ſent bis 
Apoſile Philip to declare unto him the true Senſe 
of the Scripture that he read: or elle 7 if we lack 
a learned man to mſirnd and teach s, yet God 
bimfelf from above will give I ight unto our minds 
and teach us thoſe things which are nece ſary for 
us and wherein we be renorant. It we read 
once,twice, and under ſtand it not, let us not ceaſe 
ſo, but ſeull continue: Reading, Prajirg, a ashing. 
of others, and ſo byftill Knocks ve, at the laſt the 
door ſhall be opened, as Saint Auguſtine ſaith, 
And that bleed Martyr Biſhov ooper 11 his 
Sermon, gloſling on that Text in St. © Joh. ch. 
6. 44. No man commeth unto nie ex cept ry Fa- 
ther draw him : faith thus, Mary underſtand 
theſe words in a wrong Senſe 3, as if God required 
#0 more in a rec rforable nan than a dead poſt, 
and mark not the words which ſollow, every man 
that keareth and leariicth of ihe Father commeth. 
unio me, &c. God graweth with bis Word and 
Holy Gt but wrans Dut; is to kear and learn; 
hes is to ſay, to receive the Grace offered, con- 
ſent to the Pr omiſe, and not to in pugn the God 
that calleth. 4 
Sed. 61. You have formerly heard that 
__ was no difference betwixt the Talent 
employ- 
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employed and that hid: and the feed ſown 
in the High-way and in good Ground were | 
of the ſame kind too : but yet theſe did not 
produce the ſame Effect. It was not from any 
natural defect in the Talent hid that it was 
not employed and improved, nor from any 
imperfe&tion of the Secd ſown that it did'not 
fructifie and increaſe, but the fault was whol- 
ly in the owner of the Talent, and 11 the 
Ground. Each Parable ſheweth, that, the - 
different Succeſs of the Gifts and Graces..of 

God diſpenſed to Men, 1s nat to be aſcribed 
to the different Nature, Degree, and Ten» 
dency of them but to the ditterent Conſtitu- 
tions, Diſpoſitions, and Behaviours of thoſe 
that partake of them. The Lord (faith Arþa- 
naſius) ſoweth liberally, but the frudification" 
Tegs m7 wooxtiuevey, according to the Subjel? 
recipient. of the Secd: when the Seed doth ot 
frudtifie, tis not becauſe there is & Sala t% 
o-Tope, an 1mpotency of the Seed, ama rantin 
avs tis, but \an ill habit or .indiſpoſition of the 
Ground. "The Seed of God hath ſomerimes 
lively Effects, and worketh kindly towards a 


lively Faith and a Life according to Godli- 
'neſs, and yet through mens Fanltineſs miſcar- 
.ryeth and comes to naught. The Spirit 1s 


not ſaid to force our Powers, but to help our 
Infirmities. Rom. 8. 26. owarmnautaeyera , 
Helpeth together. It is in re quapiam ſu;cepta, 
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auxilio adeſſe laboranti, to aſſiſt with help one 
labouring in any undertaking, ſaith Exaſmus. 
and accordingly, Adjuvari nor dicitur qui ni- 
bil ſponte conatur, He is not ſaid to be helped 
who doth nothing of his own, ſaith Saint Augu- 
{tine. The word ((aith the Allemblics Anno- 
tations) properiy implyeth ſuch an help as when 
another man of Strength and Ability ſleppeth in 
to ſuſtain the burthen that lyeth upon our Shoul- 
ders, ſetting his Shoulders under, to l, ft up and 
bear part with as. We mult be employed or 
the Spirit will not help us, we mult be upon 
our feet and in a readineſs to go on in our 
way, or the Spirit will not fuccour and lead 
us: we muſt work or we cannot be workers 
together with him. I /aboured ({aith the A- 
poltle) more abundantly than they all; jet not I, 
butt the Grace of God which was with me. 1 Cor. 
15-10. That is,-20# ſolws, ſed gratia Dei mecum.ac 
per hoc, nec gratia Dei ſola, nec ipſe ſolus, ſed gra- 

tia Dei cum illo, Nt I alone, but the Grace 
God with 12, and by reaſon hereof, neither the 
Grace of God alone, nor I my ſelf alone, but 
the Grace of God with my ſelf, is St. Auſtin's 
 Paraphraſe of the Place. That is, Gols pre- 
venting Grace enabled him to labour, and 
his (ubſ.quent Grace cooperated with his la- 
bourings, and brought them to a good Etfect. 
Se. 62, And becauſe men can do that 
Which God by his preveriting Grace —_— 
votagyy! 
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be Keward of Diligence. "or 
them to do, the Grace of God is repreſented 
as our Duty as well as Gods Gift, Let us have 
Grace | that is, let us exert and put forth 
that ability God- hath given to us to take 
hold of and retain, to comport with and uſe 
in a regular manner the Grace of God beſtow- 
ed upon us] that we may ſerve Ged acceptably 
with Reverence and Godly Fear. Heb. 12. 28. 


and anſwerably to this Truth let me exhort 


you in the words of the Apoſtle, watch ye, 
ſtand faſt, quit your ſelves like men, be rengs 
1 Cor. 15. 13. wait for Seaſons and Oppor- 
tunities to employ your Talents, and do not 
by a drowſy fluggiſhneſs miſs a Seed-time of 


- Grace: when God knocks, open, and do not 


ſtubbornly repulſe but carefully entertain 
and purſue,to the utmoſt iſſue, the good mo- 
tions of the Spirit : do not give place to thy 
Spiritual Enemies, but keep thy ground a- 
gainſt the World, the fleſh, and the Devil : let 
10t Diftcuſties and Dangers emaſculate thy 
Spirit, and weaken the ſuccours of thy Soul, 
but ſet out and keep on in a way of well-do- 
ing: ſhew the ſtrength you have by the Op- 
poſitions you conquer, the {ingular exploits 
you do againſt Sin, and the advantage- 
Ground - you gain to further the PerfeCti- 
on and. Salvation of your Souls: and fo 
the actions of Nature ſhall pafs into the 
relations of Grace, and that which was im- 


pcrfect 


mas : 
pertc& ſhall be raiſed up'to greater perfe- 
 Chion, 

Sed. 63. A Stoical lazy. dependence on a 
fatal predeſtination is an inſtrument efte&tive 
enough to produce a ſtrong carnal Preſump- 
tion,and to infer upon us the guilt of Damna- 
tion: but Salvation and Happineſs is an inte- 
- Teſt too great, and good to be ſecured by 
faint Velleities, confident groundleſs perſua- 
ſions, and weak. fickly endeavours. IF ever 
we enter 1n at the {trait Gate, we mult ſtrive 
for It. Strive to extcr in at the ſtrait Gate 
[ aJeritedz, Strive like an Olympick Agoniſt 
contending for Maſterics] for many 1 ſay un* 


to you will ſeek to enter in and ſhall not be able. | 


Luk. 13. 24 -, He which valueth lightly, 
prayeth coldly, and labours carclctsly to en- 
ter 1n at the ftrait Gate, he is not diſpoſed 
for it according, to the conditions of God, and 

therefore ſhall not enter. * 
Sef. 64. In ſecular and: temporal matters 
yt are wiſe enough, to proportion our Atﬀe- 
ions and Endeayqurs ſuitably.to the Nature 
of. the things we aim at and- purſue: to the 
biggeſt Intereſts and the moſt. difficult Ends 
we appropriate the moſt careful Attendances 
and vigorous. Profecutions, We riſe early 
and go to bed late, and cat the bread of 
carefulnefs that we may be Rich and Honou- 
rable;and live in Plcalures: but in matters or a 
Juy 
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Spiritual and of an cternal Intereſt who ſtirs 
reth up himſclf? here for the moſt-part. we 
deal very fooliſhly, we do not proceed. acs 
cording to thole ſteps and degrees the Nature 
of things requires, We do not meaſure the 
pains we are at, and the means we uſe, and 
the.ſtrength we exerciſe by the worthineſs of 
the End we aim at and Purſue, but preſume 
to obtain and ſccure the moſt important cons 
cern of our Souls by the ſlendereſt Proviſions 
and loweſt Degrees of Care and Induſtry, 
What a ſtrange Folly 1s it to think, that a pro+ 
vilion for a temporal Life is to be gotten and 
ſecured with much Labour and Colt, and yet 


a proviſion for an cternal Life is to be obtain- 


ed and ſecured upon very cheap and eafie 
terms? What a doletul caſe 1s it; that the Ob- 
jets of our Senſe ſhould prevail ſo much. 
with us, and the Objects of our Faith fo litz 
tle? That we ſhould cheriſh ſo fond.an indul» 
gence to the Appetites of the Fleſh, and fo 
perverlcly dilregard the immortal Capacities 
of our precious Souls? That men, 1n thein 
Witts ſhould prefer matters comparatively of 
no moment, in their Eſtimations, Choices , 
Reſolutions, and Endeavours, before matters 
of. an everlaſting Conſequence? That they: 
{ſhould be carctul and troubled about many 
things, and negleCt the One thing needful ? 
How can we pretend to be the maſters of. 

Reaſon 
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Reaſon and not {et our hearts upon the. bet- 
ter part? ſhall not that which is beſt. have 
greate(t Intereſt in us and ſway moſt with 
es? Jet us then awaken our ſluggiſh careleſs 
Faculties of Underſtanding, Judgment, aud 
Reaſon, and employ moſt of our Strength in 
the Purſuit of that which is moſt neceflary, 
profitable, and uſtful for us. Zabour not 
(faith onr Saviour) for that meat which periſh- 
eth: but for that which engureth to everlaſting 
Life. Joh. 6. 27. *Tis a ſuppoſed and pre- 
tended rather than an abſolute ard a real 
Neceſlity which provokes you to think that 
you have other Matters to look after, beſides 
this; for if you faithfully mind and follow 
this, God himſelf hath undertaken for all o- 
\ ther ſupplies which are needfull and proper 
for yon ; ſeek ze firſt the Kinedom of God and 
tis Righteouſneſs, and all theſe things ſhall be 
added unto you. Mat. 6. 33. 

Sed. 65. I pray remember, when God 'giv- 
eth you temporal and earthly Gifts *tis in or- 
der to Spiritual and Eternal Purpoſes, and 
anſwerably our Saviour commands you fo to 
uſe them, make to your ſelves ſfiends of the un- 
riehteow Mammon, that when ye fail they may 
receive you into everlaſting habitations. Mat. 
-16. 9. Uſe temporal things in ſuch a manner 
as agreeth- with the deſign of Gods Truſt, 


and then you ſhall ſccure to vour ſ{clves cter- 
nal 
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ral things by the uſe of them. Wiſdom ( faith 


Solomon) is good with an Inheritance. Eccl. 7. 
11. That is, an Eſtate governed by the rules 
of Wiſdom is good, becauſe then *tis referred 
unto and concludes in our Spiritual and E- 
ternal Good. And indeed nothing that we 
have or can have is good further than 'tis re- 
lated and uſed as a means to this End. Brutes 
are as capable of ſenſual good things as wez 
they can eat, and drink, and play, and fa- 
tisfie ſuch Luſts as are proper to the Fleſh, as 
well as we: but herein we excell them, in 
having and uſing theſe things we can poſleſs 
and uſe them as the Gifts of God, and enjoy 


| God in them, and fo rcfer them to higher 


ends than the pleaſing of the Fleſh, even aſ- 
cend by them unto God, and extra& out of 
them an heavenly treaſure for our Souls. And 
this-1s the uſe you muſt make of them if you 
ever reap any true Good from them. And 
thus a little, a matter very ſmall and inconfi- 
derable in it ſelf, faithfully managed and em- 
ployed will turn to a great advantage. Two 
Mites are not much, and a cup of cold Wa- 
ter is lefs, and yet ſuch a ſtock as this, well 
uſed, ſhall abound to our account, Mar. 12. 
43. Mat. 10. 42. Phil. 4. 17. Where little 
is given, little is expected; for God accepts 
according to what a man hath: but he that 


hath leaſt and caa do leaſt, may do that wo 
all 
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ſhall be with-the Lord. and for which the 
Exehequer of Heaven ſhall be accountable, 
and 1s as good an Eſtate as if it were in his 
hands: | | 

- Se@#. 66. The learned and judicious Came- 
ro ſaith, that where there is Auzhs7is ad Vir- 
tutem, an inchoate diſpoſition 'to Goodneſs and 
Pertne (for that is the deſign of his aflertion) 
that man is not Plane improbus, altogether or 
quite and clean wicked, as we ſay. For when 
a mans Natute 1s cultivated or improved by 
moral Vertues and common Graces, as he 
doth things vel ſapienter vel ſane, either aiſ- 
 ereetly or religiouſly, as Saint Hieromte ſpeaketh 
in this Caſe, he may be termed in a Senle not 
to be deſpiſed by conſidering men, a Good 
man, ſecundum quid & in taninn, lo far as he 
hath performed part of his' duty, and 1s in 
ſome meaſure made ready and prepared for 
thoſe Gifts and Graces which denominate a 
man Evangelically God. It he that acknow- 
TJedged there 3s one Ged, doth weil, as Saint 
James teacheth, James 2. 19. Then he that 
'frameth and ordereth him{clf and aCtions ſo 
far. as Nature and common Grace can carry 
him,according to that acknowledgment, doth 
better ; as the-young man in the Goſpel did, 
and the man 'we are ſpeaking of doth, and 
therefore he may analogically and compara- 
tively be: termed a Good Many, Yet 1 me 
| FELL 
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tell you, if this temper and deportment be 
the utmoſt any man aimeth at and purſueth, 
and any of you ſhall chance to come fo far, 
and reſt here, and go no further, you will 
be of the number of thoſe which are not far 
from the Kingdom of God, and (trive to en- 
ter into-it, but {hall not be able to. enter. 
This was the Reaſon why God was ſo angry 
- with the Angel of the Church of the Laode- 
ceans and threatned to ſpre kim out of his 
mouth, Rev. 3. 16. becauſe he reſted in this 
intermedial Statez whereas 1t is not a State 
deſirable for it ſelf, but to be endeavoured 
after and obtained in order to a better. For 
- Valles upon the place -tells us, that molt 
think, that men of a certain remiſs and jms 
perfc& kind of Vertue are called Lukewarm, 
and are more blamed than others, not _He- 
cauſe they are ſimply in themſelves worſe, 
but becauſe they do not endeavour to be 
better than they are, by uſing their preſent 
imperfcft State as a paſſage to a more perfect. 
And 'tis certain, that if men think too well 
of themſclves for the ſake of ſuch an imper- 
* fe State of Mediocrity, and are leſs careful 
to repent and aſpire after a perfect Vertue 
" than others of lower attainments (though it 
do not ariſe properly from the Nature of the 
thing, but aceidentally from the miſtake and 


} Ccorruptions of rhe Pertons) they will —_— 
ake 
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fake thereof be loathſome and abominable 
unto God, and make themſelves obnoxious 
to an utter Rejection from God, like thoſe 
Saint Jude ſpeaks of, who were twice dead, 
and plucked up by the Roots. 

SeF. 67. Application. Every man ( ſaith 
the Apoſile ) hath his proper Gift of God, 1 Cor. 
7. 7. and anſwerably, every Man hath his 

roper Work to do for God, Mar. 13. 34. 
One muſt be ſerviceable unto God after this 
manner, another after that, according to the 
diverſity of Gifts received from God. E- 
very man hath a ſtewardly Work to do, and 
therefore muſt be faithfull as one that muſt 
give an account of his ſtewardſhip. | 

SedF. 68. Firſt, Have you the Gift of Go- 
vernment? then make 1t appear by exerci- 
fing your ſelves as the Miniſters of God for 
the good of thoje you govern. Rom. 13. 4. ac- 
quit your ſelves as ordained and ſent of God 
for the Puniſharent of evil-doers, and for the 
Praiſe of them that do well. 1 Pet. 2. 14. I 
muſt ſuit my diſcourſe to the preſent Occa- 
fion, which wholly refers to matter Eccleſ1a- 


ſtical, and therefore ſhall exhort you to the |. 


nſe of your Talent that way. Decem prece- 
ptorume Cuſtos Carolus, Charles the Keeper of 
Ten Commandements, was the Motto writ- 
ten on the Sword of Charles the Great. and 
Defender of the Faith, is the Honorary Tis 

an 
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and Engagement of King Charles the-Second, 
of England. And fo far as Authority js deri- 
ved from him to you, are you concerned 1n 
the ſame Title and engagement. For we muſt 
not only pray for Kings, but alſo for all in A- 
thority under them, that we may lead a quiet Life 
in all Godlineſs and Honeſty, 1 Tim. 2. 2. Which 
ſuppoſeth that your Government muſt .in- 
fluence and ſubſerve our Religious and Spi- 
ritual as well as our Civil and Moral At- 
fairs. You are called Gods, Pſalm 82. I. 
John 10. 34. and you were Catachreſtical- 
ly and Abuſively fo called on Purpoſe ; 
you were deſpicable terreſtrial Animals 


|. if your Authority were not to be concern- 


ed in the matters of God, and for the pre- 
ſervation of mens Souls as well as Bodies and 


Eſtates. 


 SeB#. 69, I know that Donatws and his 
Sectarian Followers are {till-crying in your 
Ears, Quid  Imperatori tum Eccleſiis.,, what 
hath the Magiſtrate to do with the Churches 2 
but I hope you will anſwer them from the 
Prophet crying aloud to you asa trumpet, 


- that you are to be as murſing Fathers to the 


Church, Ta. 49, 23. Which you cannot. be, 
if you permit Seducers to poyſon her by He- 
retical Doctrines, or Schiſtmaticks to deſtroy 
her by Diviſions. 
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. Se. Jo. Give me leave. to mind yon, 
That Religious Diſtentions amongſt all ſorts 
of Perſons, in all Ages, have been tranſacted 
with vehement Pailton and Violence, and 
have proved moſt Fatal and Bloody. For 
this Cauſe ( ſaith our Saviour ) the Brother ſhall 
betray the Brother to Death, Father the Son, and 
Children ſhall riſe up againſt their Parents, and 
ſhall canſe them to be put to Death, Mar. 13. 12. 
ForReligion being the greateſt Intereſt in the 
World, Religious Aﬀections are ſtrongeſt, 
and more prevalent than Natural, and confe- 
quently Men will refiſt with greateſt Earneſt- 
neſs whatſoever tends to ſubvert and deſtroy 
t,. and they will ſpare the Deſtrution of no 
man to preſerve it. This was the ground 
of Campanella's Speech to the Spaniſh King, 
Religio ſemper vicit, preſertim armata, Religion, 

ecially being armed, hath alwayes conquered. 
And therefore Innovations in Matters of Re- 
kgion muſt needs be of dangerous conſe- 
quence. to the publick Peace : for he that 
pretends one thing falſe, may eaſily queſtion 
the truth of another, and ſo by degrees 
bring the whole under ſuſpicion. And it 
once" the People apprehend that their Ru-» 
lers have abuſed them in a matter of dear- 
eſt Concern, and that they do not Rule them 
from Principles of Conſcience, and Reaſons 


of Religion, but from Deſign, and Reaſon of 
5 Ye " State, 
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$tate, they will ſoon become as weary of them 
as of their Religion, and anſ{werably will feek 
out other Rulers as well as another Religt- 
gion ; as your own experience hath taught 

On. 
f Se@. 71. It is therefore a Prudential way; 
for the ſecuring the Ends of Government, 
that the Penalties inflicted on the Violaters 
of Eccleſiaſtical Orders reſpectively to Gods 
publique Worſhip, have reſpect, not ſo much 
to the ſimple Nature and Merit of the Of- 
fence 1n it ſelf conſidered, as to the malignant 
deſtruftive Influences and diſmal Conſequen- 
ces of it, reſpettively to the publick ſafety of 
Church and Common-wealth. Behold, how 
ereat 4 matter a little Fire kindleth! faith 
Saint Fames, James 3. 5. {mall matters in Na- 
ture, Art, Providence, and Religion too 
in their progreſs and ultimate Iſſue become 
very great. -You know the immediate Iflue 
of a departure from uniformity 1s diverſity, 
and becauſe every man is well affeqed to 
that which is his own, thinks his own Opt- 
nions and Practices beſt, he that worſhip- 
peth God one way diſlikes, cenſures, and 
cond :mns him which worſhippeth God ano- 
ther way, and moſt commonly the leſſer the 


difference, the greater and more ſevere the 


mutual Animoſity and Cenſure, becauſe then 
eacly concludes that 'tis Humour, Pride, Fa- 
| G 2 ction, 
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Faction, and Intereſt and not conſtraints of 
Conſcience and Religion which is the ground 
of the Diſtance and Separation. And from 
this ſpring Debates, Rancors, Enmitics and 
Oppolitions in the Church, and thence by a 
molt natural progreſs FaCtions, Seditions, 
 Tumults and Rebellions in the State. For 
they that will not patiently admit and ſub- 
mit unto other mens Opinions, .Impoſitions 
and Practices, they cannot endure that their 
own ſhould be neglected, contradicted, and 
rejected. | 
Sed. 72. Faftious minded men are al- 
ways proud, and erroneous Opinions being 
fermented with Pride, efferate the hearts 
of mcn, make them touchy, fierce and 
contentious, Prov. 13. 10. And finally ur- 
ge them to go in the way of Cain, as the 
exprefſion is, Jude 11. The inſtances of the 
Circumcellions, Arrians, Donatiſts of old, and 
of the SeFaries of latter time both at home 
and abroxzd attcſr, that falſe Doctrines and 
new ways of Worſhip and Diſcipline which 
are weak in themſelves, cannot be ſupport- 
ed without Blood and Cruelty. And when 
- once men pretend to be ſo certain of the 
\ Truth of their conceits as if immediately 1n- 
ſpired by God, and arrive to an iofallibility, 
they that can judge and do' nothing amiſs 
| being moſt fit to ſway all, they preſently by 
| a 
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a very caſte ſtep of advance, arrogate to 
themſelves a Supremacy too, and then 'tis 
their unqueſtionable prerogative to throw 
down and deſtroy all that oppoſe them. Pre- 
ſumptuous are they, ( (aith th? Apoſtle ) ſelf- 
willed, they are not afraid to ſpeak evil of dignt- 
ties, 2 Pet. 2.10. And when men are ſo bold 
and inſolent, as to ſpeak contumeliouſly, 
how eaſily are they induced to proceed from 
words to blows, and to act rebelliouſly ? 
SeF. 73. It is therefore certainly the Magi- 
ſtrates Intereſt as well as Duty, to reſtrain 
n and profetied Diflentions and Diviſions 
in the Church, and by Coercion and Pe- 
| nalties to compell thoſe which profeſs the 
ſame Religion to Glorifie God with one 
mouth, Matt. 14. 23. Rom. 15. 6. T—_ 
ah, 1 Chron. 38. 2. Aſa, 2 Chron. 14. 13. Solo» 
mon did, 1 Kine. 8. 1. 2 Chron. 8.14. and 19. 
and herein they did that which was right -1n 
the ſight of the Lord. And the reaſons from 
whence they did it, to wit, in Zeal to Gods 
Honour, and for the prevention of Infeftion 
by Evil Examples, for the curing of Offend- 
ers, and the preventing or removing of Judg+ 
ments, Dent. 13. 5. and 11. 16, 17. I 17. 
1.20. Zech. 13. 6. are reaſons of Immutable 
Equity and Moral Obligation, and extend to 
Magurcates indifferently in all Times and A- 
g2s, And you ſhall find when Artaxerxes de- 
| G 3 creed 
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* creed, that whoſoever will we os the Law 6 
God, and of the King, that Judgment ſhall be 
executed ſpeedily ypon him, whether it be unto 


Death or unto Baniſhment, or to confiſcation of 


Goods, or to Impriſonment, Ezra bleſſed God, 
that ke had put ſuch a thing into the Kings 
Feart, Ezra 7. 26, 27. This being done by 
an Ethnick Prince, 'tis caſje to colle& from 
It, that there is a Natura]nefs in the thing, 
and belongs to a Magiſtrate, as ſach, to com- 
- pell men profefling 2 Religion, publickly to 
own, and obſerve the Inſtitutions and Ordi- 
nances of it, and conſequently 'tis not a Per- 
ſecntion of the Profeſſors of Religion, s ſuch, 
but a juſt Proſecution of them as Evil Doers, 
Enemies and Rebels againſt the Government 
of Jeſus Chriſt, to puniſh thern for refuſing 
to attend and obſerve the Ordinances of that 
Religion they profeſs. 

 » Sed. 74. And let me beg the liberty to 
tel] you, that 'tis not the contriving and 
Enacting, but the Execution of good Laws 
which gives them a Real and an Effective 
Being to the purpoſes of Government. Our 
large Volumes of good Statutes, without a 
due Execution, and their Penal Enforce- 
- ments, are like a Picture curiouſly drawn, 
only to ſhew the «kill of the Limner, or a 
bundle of antiquated Almanacks, or the Laws 
of an Ctopian State, matters of mcer Form, 

" | farther 
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farther than to be a -yaildmygr, a reproach» 
ful Sarcaſm to us, that though we had the 
Authority and wit to make good Laws we 
bad not the Honeſty and Prudence to uſe 
them. 

Sed. 75. I have canceited that our late I» 
anlgence or Toleration was deſigned by fome 
politick Stateſmen (and if it were not fo, 
] hope it will prove fo) to be to' us as the 
4 vojulee merUnwepwy, Stobeus ſpeaks of, the froe 
Days lawleſs Liberty was to. the Perſtans upon 
the death of their King, in which every man 
might do as he pleaſed: without fear of Pu- 
aiſhment, that ſeeing the miſchievous Con- 
ſequences of being lawleſs, we might. prize 
the more bighly, and yield Obedience the 
more chearfully to thoſe Laws which are 
compullive to Uniformity in Gods Worſhip. 

Sec, 74. Our Saviour, who. had no deſign 
of cruelty either upon mens Bodies or-Con- 
ſciences, when he apprehended men profef- 
ſing Religion, upon religious Pretences per- 
verting the inſtitutions:thereof, he did not 
only ſeverely reprove them but diſgraceful- 
ly whip'd them, and violently drave them 
out of the Temple. Dent. 14. 24,25, 26. 
Exod. 30. 13, 14,15. comp. with Fo. 2. 13. 
to 18. Our Saviour preſumed, that - they 
which had been - inſtructed in Religion all 
the Days of their Lives underſtood it, and 

G 4 there- 
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therefore doth not enter into a diſpute with 
them to convict their Judgments, and change 
their Hearts before he proceeds to Puniſh them, 
but bitterly reprehends them in Words, and 
then falls to Blows, and forceth them from 
their' irreligious diſorders. And: thoſe Chri- 
- ſtian Magiſtrates, that are inſpired and acted 
by theſame Principle and Spirit of Zeal their 
Lord. and | Maſter' was, whoſe Vicegerents 
they-are, 'will not ramely endure but coura- 
gioul]y-revenge all publick Dodtrines and 
Practices which -tend to the ſubverſion of 
_ Religionand the defolation of the Church. 

_ - (Qed. 76. Secondly, Is it given to thee to 
be a: Steward of the Myſteries of God? then, 
tis required ( faith the - Apoſtle.) that thou be 
Found faithful. 2'Cor...4. 2. And the faithful- 
neſs of 'the Servants:in the Parable relating 
to my Text, conlilted in the diligent em- 
ployment- and improvement of their Talents 
-to thoſe Purpoſes their Lord deſigned theim. 
though you are Tmpxq-ans tothe People, and 
are authoritatively to inſtiuct, rebuke, exhort 
-and rule them, yet you are vjyptray to Chriſt, 
-and}Seryants to. God, and muſt manage and 
diſcharge the Othce'intruſted with you, juſt 
as he hath'appomnted and no.otherwiſe, do 
all in his Name with:reſpe& to his Ends. As 
Agents theretore for: God communicate to 
them - what you have recefved from the _ 
og & { 1 Cor, 
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1 Coy. IT. 23. And that in due ſeaſon as their 
Needs require, and opportunity offers; and 
remember, that 'tis not enough barely to mi- 
niſter to the needs of your People; for God 
expeds that you do it with Care, Labour, 
and Diligence. Study to approve thy ſelf 2 
Work-man, 2 Tim. 2. 15. do not diſtribute 
to them that which comes next to hand; Je+ 
cob's Veniſon which was ſoon got, was not al- 
together of the beſt, but conſider what is 
moſt ſuitable to their Conditions, and what 
likely will be moſt ſerviceable to the End 
of your Miniſtry. the Preacher ſought to find 
out acceptable words. Eccl. 12. 10. He that 
deſigns to be uſeful to the Church will not 
grutch to be at ſome Pains to find out what 
will be moſt effettive to her Edification. 1 
am willing ((aith the Apoſtle) to ſpend my ſelf 
and to be ſpent for you, 2 Cor. 12. 15. vap 
TF Pur vugr, for your Souls, accordin 
to the * bach Dialect » P91 ov, thy Soul 
is Thou. Love of mens Souls ſhould be a 
greater conſtraint than fear of Puniſhment. 
Feed the flock of God which is among you, tak- 
ing the over-ſight thereof, not by conſtraint, but 
willingly : not for filthy Iucre,but of 4 ready mind. 
1 Pet. 5.2. And I will be bold to tell you, 
that a willing and ready Mind rarely wants 
a fit and fair opportunity to do Good. Saint 
Panl's advice is, that we be inſtant in' —_ 

an 
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'» and out of Seaſon. 2 Tin. 4. 2. That is, that 
we do not only take hold of thoſe Opportu- 
nities which are moſt fairly offered, and moſt 
eſpecially probable and hopeful to conduce 
to the furtheratice of the Purpoſes of our 
Miniſtry, but we muſt watch for Opportuni- 
ties, and make attempts to do Good, when 
Our. Corruption, Lazineſs, and ſecular Re- 
gards would fain ſerve a Writ of Eaſe upon 
us, and when outward circumſtances are not 
ſo fair and promiſing as we could wiſh they 
were. Nox fieri poteſt, ut non aliquando ſuc- 
cedat, multa tentanti, (aid the Cynick in Sene- 
ca, And a wiſer than he ſaith, iz the Morn- 
ing ſow thy Seed, and in the Evening with-hold 
not thy hand : for thou knoweſt not whether ſhall 
proſper, either this or that, or whether they both 
ſhall be alike good. Eccl. 11.6, For God, on 
whom all onr Labours and Succeſles depend, 
however uncertain events are to us, may 
bring all we do to a good Effe& and Illue, 
Whatever come of the thing you do, it you 
do it willingly, as unto the Lord, you {hall 
have your Reward, 1 Cor. 9.17. 

' Sed. 77. And now, that my diſcourſe may 
end agreeably to the deſign of this our-ſo- 
lemn Aſſembling, let me beſeech you, my 
Reverend Fathers and Brethren, to commend 
to your Peoples acceptance that you diſpenſe 


to them, by your own Practice and Example, 
When 
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When your Miniſtrations and Sermons ate- 
xv Ts mpetZews turrywptre, animated and 


\ quickened by your Practice, -they are more 


=— 


a 
_ mmm ee ns, eee CE. Eon” 


oF» 
| ing 


operative and umprefſive, more amiable and. 
apt to affect your people than when only 
nakedly tranſacted and delivered, becauſe 
then they have a material and ative demon-" 
ſtration that the deſign of them 1s poſlble 
and practicable. But let me tell you, it you 
exact more from your People than you do. 
your ſelves, men. will ſay of you as our Savi- 
our in the like caſe, that you bind burdens on 
the Peoples ſhoulders, which you your ſelves will 
not tonch with the top of your fingers, Mat. 23: 
4. Lick, 11. 46, And conſequently, that you 
ſecreetly mock and laugh at them for ſtoop- 
ing down, like Jſachars Aſles, to take up. 
unnecetiary burdens from which you excuſe 
your ſelves. You cannot be ſuch ſtrangers 
to the humour of ſome People, but you mult 
know, that nothing is more agreeable to 
their temper than Comedies, Satyres and Sar- 
calmes dealt out againſt the Clergy as Holy- 
Cheats, and he that is moſt ready to jultifie 
his own Omiſſions of Duty from his Parſons 
negleds, and is moſt witty in his Comments 
and Reflexions on the Follies and Miſcaria- 
ges of his Ghoſth-Fatker, whether real or 
imaginary, he 1s the molt agreeable Compa- 
nion, Take heed, that you do not act a 


part 
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part in ſuch Raileries againſt your ſelves. 
et them be only a Narration of the malevo- 
lent Images of their own vitiated Phantaſics, 
and not a Repreſentation of your Attions. 

" Se@. 78. Ariſtophanes attempted to make 
Socrates ridiculous, when he repreſented him 
npon the Stage, meaſuring the leaps of a Flea: 
but never fo bitterly expoſed him as when he 
brought him gravely diſcourſing and pre- 
fcribing the meaſures of Juſtice and Honeſty, 
and m the mean time ſtealing a piece of Plate 
from his Neighbour. You may be contemn- 
ed, but never will be contemptible till you 
Love and Practiſe that your ſelves, which you 
forbid and declaim againſt. For when you 
partake of the ſame Guilts you reprove in 
others, you upbraid your ſelves, and give a 
ſtrong Evidence that you are exceeding weak 
or very wicked. And if you deſpiſe your 
own Miniſtries, will not others do ſo too? 
will others approve and receive from you 
that which you diſlike and reje&t? and: be 
fare of this, the People are not ſo metaphyl1- 
call -as to deſpiſe your Othces abſtracedly 
from your Perſons: and if they have no re- 
fpect for you, they will infult over. you ra- 
ther than obey you. *Tis well known, that 
you have ſo many good Friends about you, 
that there is one Woe they will certainly le- 


cure and ſave you from, oe be to you oy” 
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all men ſhall ſpeak well of you; Luk: 6. 24. Be. 
ate to deliver your ſclves from that 
Voe too which our Saviour denounced againſt” 
the Phariſees, becauſe they Said, but Did not, 
Mat. 23. 4. Let Soundneſs of Doftrine be ſe-, 
conded by an unblameable Converſation, 
and then whatever entertainment you mitet 
withal from the World, you ſhall ſurely ob- 
tain a farther improvement in your Gifts and 
Graces, a comfortable Conſcience within your 
own Breaſt, a good report in Gods Church, 
a gracious Protection from God in this World, 
and a Crown of Righteouſneſs in the World 


to CEMme, 


